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City of Thieves: A Novel by David Benioff
Documenting his grandparents' experiences during the 

siege of Leningrad, a young writer learns his grandfather's 
story about how a military deserter and he tried to secure 
pardons by gathering hard-to-find ingredients for a 
powerful colonel's daughter's wedding cake.

Anathem by Neal Stephenson
Having lived in a monastery since childhood, away from 
the violent upheavals of the outside world, Raz becomes 
one of a group of formerly cloistered scholars who are 
appointed by a fear-driven higher power to avert an 
impending catastrophe. 

Child 44 by Tom Rob Smith 
A serial killer challenges rising Soviet State Security force 
officer Leo Demidov's beliefs about the paradise of the 
working world, resulting in Leo's demotion and threats 
against the lives of his family members. 

Annotations from Amazon.com

Netherland: A Novel by Joseph O'Neill 
Abandoned amid the offbeat inhabitants of the Chelsea 
Hotel when his English wife and son return to London 
following September 11th, Hans, a banker originally from 
the Netherlands, struggles to find himself in his adopted 
country. 

Home: A Novel by Marilynne Robinson
Returning to Gilead to care for her dying father, Glory 
Boughton is joined by her long-absent brother, with whom 
she bonds throughout his struggles with alcoholism, 
unemployment, and their father's traditionalist values. 

Duma Key by Stephen King
After suffering a crippling accident and ending his 
marriage, construction millionaire Edgar Freemantle rents 
a house on the Florida coast, where he creates works of art 
that lead him to discover unsettling elements from his 
landlady's enigmatic family history. 

Lush Life by Richard Price 
Still living on the Lower East Side and waiting tables, 
thirty-five-year-old Eric Cash has every reason to be 
jealous of Ike Marcus, an ambitious young man on the 
way to the top, until he is supposedly gunned down by 
street thugs while walking one night with Eric. 

Pravda: A Novel by Edward Docx
Arriving in St. Petersburg only to discover his mother 
dead in her apartment, Gabriel Glover and his twin sister, 
Isabella, struggle to make sense of their loss, unaware of 
their mother's abandoned son, Arkady, an amoral Russian 
predator out to claim his birthright. 

The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway 
While a cellist plays at the site of a mortar attack to 
commemorate the deaths of twenty-two friends and 
neighbors, a woman sniper secretly protects the life of the 
cellist as her army becomes increasingly threatening. 

2666 by Roberto Bolano
An American sportswriter, an elusive German novelist, 
and a teenage student interact in an urban community on 
the U.S.-Mexico border where hundreds of young factory 
workers have disappeared.

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski
A tale reminiscent of "Hamlet" that also celebrates the 
alliance between humans and dogs follows speech-
disabled Wisconsin youth Edgar, who bonds with three 
yearling canines and struggles to prove that his sinister 
uncle is responsible for his father's death. 

The Likeness by Tana French 
Traumatized detective Cassie Maddox struggles in her 
career and relationship with Sam O'Neill while 
investigating the unsettling murder of a young woman 
whose name matches an alias Cassie had used as an 
undercover officer. 

Serena: A Novel by Ron Rash
Traveling to the mountains of 1929 North Carolina to 
forge a timber business with her new husband, Serena 
Pemberton champions her mastery of harsh natural and 
working conditions but turns murderous when she learns 
she cannot bear children. 

So Brave, Young, and Handsome: A Novel by Leif Enger
In 1915 Minnesota, Monte Becket, a novelist, joins 
Glendon Hale, an outlaw intent on reconciling with his 
family, whom he had abandoned more than two decades 
earlier, but on their journey Becket leaves his own family 
behind and Glendon Hale is pursued byCharles Siringo, a 
relentless former Pinkerton agent. 

The Lazarus Project by Aleksandar Hemon
The murder of Jewish immigrant Lazarus Averbuch

triggers ethnic and political tensions in early twentieth-
century Chicago, an event that is investigated a century 
later by a young writer from Eastern Europe.

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Steig Larsson
Forty years after the disappearance of Harriet Vanger
from the secluded island owned and inhabited by the 
powerful Vanger family, her octogenarian uncle hires 
journalist Mikael Blomqvist and Lisbeth Salander, an 
unconventional young hacker, to investigate.
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Downtown Owl: A Novel by Chuck Klosterman
A tale based on a deadly 1984 North Dakota blizzard 
follows the experiences of a small rural community 
devoted to its high-school athletics and its citizens' minor 
scandals, until a dangerous storm impacts the town in 
unsettling and powerful ways. 

Alive in Necropolis by Doug Dorst
Navigating adult responsibilities in a California city where 
the dead outnumber the living, rookie cop Michael Mercer 
becomes increasingly obsessed with the mysterious fate of 
his predecessor, an officer who believed he policed the 
dead.

The Story of a Marriage: A Novel by Andrew Sean Greer
Caring for her ill husband and son in 1953 San Francisco, 
dutiful housewife Pearlie questions everything she has 
ever believed about her husband after the appearance of a 
stranger who mysteriously offers her a considerable sum 
of money. 

A Most Wanted Man by John le Carre
A half-starved young Russian man claiming to be a 
devout Muslim, an idealistic young German civil rights 
lawyer, and a sixty-year-old scion of a failing British bank 
based in Hamburg form an unlikely alliance as the rival 
spies of Germany, England and America scent a sure kill 
in the "War on Terror," and converge upon the innocents. 

American Wife: A Novel by Curtis Sittenfeld
When her husband is elected president of the United 
States, Alice Blackwell finds her new life as first lady 
increasingly tumultuous as she reflects on the privileges 
and difficulties of her position as her private beliefs 
conflict with her public responsibilities.

The House at Riverton: A Novel by Kate Morton 
Living out her final days in a nursing home, ninety-eight-
year-old Grace remembers the secrets surrounding the 
1924 suicide of a young poet during a glittering society 
party hosted by Grace's English aristocrat employers, a 
family that is shattered by war. 

Sea of Poppies: A Novel by Amitav Ghosh
Preparing to fight China's nineteenth-century Opium 
Wars, a motley assortment of sailors and passengers 
establish family-like ties that eventually span continents, 
races, and generations. 

Indignation by Philip Roth 
In 1951, Marcus Messner, a studious young man from 
Newark, New Jersey, escapes his butcher father's fears 
about the potential dangers facing his beloved son by 
attending college at Ohio's pastoral, conservative 
Winesburg College. 

Telex from Cuba by Rachel Kushner 
Coming of age in mid-1950s Cuba where the local sugar 
and nickel production are controlled by American 
interests, Everly Lederer and KC Stites observe the 
indulgences and betrayals of the adult world and are 
swept up by the revolt led by Fidel and Raúl Castro. 

Atmospheric Disturbances: A Novel by Rivka Galchen
Convinced that his wife has disappeared and left behind a 
duplicate of herself who fools everyone else, Dr. Leo 
Liebenstein embarks on a quixotic journey to reclaim his 
lost love, an effort during which he is aided by a deluded 
psychiatric patient and an enigmatic meteorologist. 

The Monsters of Templeton by Lauren Groff 
Returning in disgrace to her mother's home after an affair 
with her professor, temperamental Willie arrives at the 
same time the remains of a prehistoric creature are 
discovered in the town's lake, a finding that leads to 
painful revelations about Willie's family.

Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout
The world of Olive Kitteridge, a retired school teacher in 
a small coastal town in Maine, is revealed in stories that 
explore her diverse roles in many lives, including a lounge 
singer haunted by a past love, her stoic husband, and her 
own resentful son. 

Sweetheart by Chelsea Cain
Portland detective Archie Sheridan's investigation into the 
murder of a young woman is compromised by his 
continuing obsession with serial murderer Gretchen 
Lowell, the so-called Beauty Killer, who has escaped 
from prison. 

The Gargoyle by Andrew Davidson 
Awakening in a burn ward after being horribly burned in a 
terrible car accident, the cynical narrator is visited by a 
beautiful and enigmatic sculptress of gargoyles who tells 
him that they had once been lovers in medieval Germany. 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem
maintain control through an annual televised survival 
competition pitting young people from each of the twelve 
districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's
skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her 
younger sister's place.

The Boat by Nam Le 
Ranging from the Colombian slums to New York City, 
from the streets of Tehran to a boat in the South China 
Sea, a collection of short fiction explores the complexities 
of human relationships and the challenges we face.

Dear American Airlines: A Novel by Jonathan Miles 
Traveling to the wedding of his estranged daughter and 
left stranded in O'Hare Airport when his flight is 
cancelled, Bennie Ford begins writing a letter of 
complaint to the airline that evolves into a painful lament 
for a life that has gone badly awry. 

The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga
When he relocates to New Delhi to take a new job, 
Balram Halwai is disillusioned by the city's materialism 
and technology-spawned violence, a circumstance that 
forces him to question his loyalties, ambitions, and past. 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society        
by Mary Ann Shaffer 

In 1946, writer Juliet Ashton finds inspiration for her next 
book in her correspondence with a native of Guernsey, 
who tells her about the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society, a book club born as an alibi during German 
occupation. 

The Enchantress of Florence: A Novel by Salman Rushdie
A traveler from Italy arrives at the court of Emperor 
Akbar, lord of the Mughal Empire, and entertains him 
with a story about Akbar's great aunt, Qara Kz, the 
enchantress of Florence: a tale which suggests a larger, 
secret history interconnecting East and West. 

Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri
Exploring the secrets and complexities lying at the heart 
of family life and relationships, a collection of eight 
stories includes the title work, about a young mother in a 
new city whose father tends her garden while hiding a 
secret love affair. 
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Ballistics: Poems by Billy Collins
Offers a collection of works by the former Poet Laureate 
contemplating the pleasures and discontents of ordinary 
life, including poems such as "Evasive Maneuvers," " 
Looking Forward," and "The Four-Moon Planet.“
{811.6 COLLINS}

Sitting Bull by Bill Yenne
Documents the life of Sitting Bull, from his youth as a 
warrior and rise as a tribal elder to his failed efforts to 
save the Lakota's land and culture through nonviolence 
and negotiations. {970.3 OGLALA SIOUX DAKOTA}

In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto
by Michael Pollan

Cites the reasons why people have become so confused 
about their dietary choices and discusses the importance 
of enjoyable moderate eating of mostly traditional plant 
foods.  {613 POLLAN}

Annotations from Amazon.com

Scrapbooks: An American History by Jessica Helfand
The author examines the evolution of scrapbooks from the 
beginning of the nineteenth century to the present, 
including their origins, their makers, their diverse forms, 
the reasons for their popularity, and their place in 
American cultural life. {ON ORDER}

State by State: A Panoramic Portrait of America
by Sean Wilsey

Collects original writings on all fifty states by leading 
novelists, journalists, and essayists, in a volume that 
includes Anthony Bourdain on New Jersey, Dave Eggers 
on Illinois, and Louise Erdrich on North Dakota.         
{973 STATE}

Beautiful Boy: A Father's Journey Through His Son's 
Addiction by David Sheff

The story of one teenager's descent into 
methamphetamine addiction is told from his father's point 
of view, describing how a varsity athlete and honor 
student became addicted to the dangerous drug and its 
impact on his family. {921 SHEFF}

"Have You Seen . . . ?": A Personal Introduction to 1,000 
Films by David Thomson 

A leading film critic and historian offers a sweeping 
overview of the history of film that critically assesses 
some one thousand movies, including old favorites, 
forgotten gems, and modern classics, accompanied by 
little-known facts, trivia, and ideas about what to see.  
{791.4375 THOMSON}

The Post-American World by Fareed Zakaria
Explores how the rapid rise of such nations as China, 
India, and Brazil is countering America's previous 
dominance over the global economy, geopolitics, and 
culture, and shares advice on how the United States can 
thrive in the face of international changes.              
{303.49 ZAKARIA}

Hurry Down Sunshine by Michael Greenberg 
The story of the extraordinary summer when, at the age of 
fifteen, Michael Greenberg's daughter was struck mad. It 
begins with Sally's visionary crack-up on the streets of 
Greenwich Village, and continues, among other places, in 
the out-of-time world of a Manhattan psychiatric ward 
during the city's most sweltering months.                     
{921 GREENBERG}

McMafia: A Journey Through the Global Criminal 
Underworld by Misha Glenny

A study of the globalization of international organized 
crime explains how both global crime and terrorism are 
fueled by Western affluence and how demands for illegal 
wares and services have led to the spread of organized 
crime. {364.106 GLENNY}

The Challenge: Hamdan v. Rumsfeld and the Fight over 
Presidential Power by Jonathan Mahler 

An account of the case against Osama bin Laden's 
Yemeni driver analyzes the unexpectedly vigorous 
defense organized by his Naval Academy military lawyer, 
Charles Swift, and assesses its impact on American 
presidential power and the rule of law.                 
{343.7301 MAHLER}

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch
The author, a computer science professor diagnosed with 
terminal cancer, explores his life, the lessons that he has 
learned, how he has worked to achieve his childhood 
dreams, and the effect of his diagnosis on him and his 
family. {921 PAUSCH}

How Fiction Works by James Wood
A book-length essay by the forefront literary critic takes 
readers on a philosophical tour of the art of the novel, in a 
wide-ranging piece that explores such topics as the 
definition of style, the connection between realism and 
real life, and the qualities that make a story.              
{808.3 WOOD}

The Dark Side: The Inside Story of How The War on 
Terror Turned into a War on American Ideals

by Jane Mayer 
Examines how the U.S. made self-destructive decisions in 
pursuit of terrorism in the wake of 9/11 and reveals how 
these actions violated the Constitution, hampered efforts 
to bring down Al Qaeda, and damaged the nation's moral 
and political standing in the world. {973.931 MAYER}
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The Last Campaign: Robert F. Kennedy and 82 Days That 
Inspired America by Thurston Clarke 

Documents Robert Kennedy's dramatic and ill-fated 1968 
presidential campaign, outlining his positions on such 
issues as the Vietnam War, race, and poverty as well as 
his private struggles with the assassination of JFK. 
{973.922 CLARKE}

The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and 
How It Changed America by David Hajdu

Examines the influence of comic books on the evolution 
of American popular culture in the years between World 
War II and the emergence of television, focusing on the 
battle against comic books by church groups, community 
elite, and a right-wing Congress. {302.232 HAJDU}

Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of 
America by Rick Perlstein

An account of the thirth-seventh presidency sets Nixon's 
administration against a backdrop of the tumultuous civil 
rights movement while offering insight into how key 
events in the 1960s set the stage for today's political 
divides. {973.924 PERLSTEIN}

Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life and Radical 
Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt by H.W. Brands 

A biography of Franklin Delano Roosevelt examines his 
political leadership in a dark time of Depression and war, 
his championship of the poor, his revolutionary New Deal 
legislation, and his legacy for the future.                     
(921 ROOSEVELT}

Not Quite What I Was Planning: Six-Word Memoirs by 
Writers Famous and Obscure by Rachel Fershleiser

A collection of six-word memoirs, contributed by both 
famous and obscure writers, records the human 
experience in works that are by turn whimsical, poignant, 
and bizarre, by such authors as Joyce Carol Oates and 
Joan Rivers. {ON ORDER}

The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family by 
Annette Gordon-Reed 

Traces the history of the Hemings family from early 
eighteenth-century Virginia to their dispersal after 
Thomas Jefferson's death in 1826, and describes their 
family ties to the third president against a backdrop of 
Revolutionary America and the French Revolution.     
{920 GORDON-REED}

The Thing About Life Is That One Day You'll Be Dead
by David Shields 

The author offers a meditation on mortality as he 
chronicles his own life and that of his family from cradle 
to grave, integrating biological details with cultural 
history and criticism to furnish a portrait of human 
existence as revealed through a single family.              
{921 SHIELDS}

Pictures at a Revolution: Five Movies and the Birth of the 
New Hollywood by Mark Harris 

Documents the cultural revolution behind 1967's five Best 
Picture-nominated films--"Guess Who's Coming to 
Dinner," "The Graduate," "Doctor Doolittle," "In the Heat 
of the Night," and "Bonnie and Clyde"--and how they 
reflected beliefs about race, violence, and identity. 
{791.4309 HARRIS}

The Night of the Gun: A Reporter Investigates the Darkest 
Story of his Life--His Own by David Carr 

A confessional account of the author's struggles with 
addiction traces his rise from a crack house regular to a 
columnist for "The New York Times," describing his 
experiences with rehabilitation, cancer, and single 
parenthood. {921 CARR}

The Monster of Florence by Douglas Preston               
with Mario Spezi

Documents the author's discovery that his new family 
home in Florence had been the scene of a double murder, 
his relationship with the investigative journalist co-author, 
and how they both became targets of the police 
investigation into the murders. {364.1523 PRESTON}

Eat Me: The Food and Philosophy of Kenny Shopsin
by Kenny Shopsin

The chef-owner of Shopsin's shares more than 120 
tempting recipes for such comfort foods as soups, egg 
dishes, sandwiches, hamburgers, and more, as well as his 
thoughts on the art of griddling, how to run a small and 
ethical business, how and why we all should learn to 
cook, and other topics. {641.5 SHOPSIN}

Final Salute: A Story of Unfinished Lives by Jim Sheeler
Based on Sheeler's Pulitzer Prize-winning story, "Final 
Salute" is a stunning tribute to the brave troops who have 
lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan, and to the families 
who continue to mourn them. {956.7044 SHEELER}

The Snowball: Warren Buffett and the Business of Life
by Alice Schroeder

A portrait of the life and career of investment guru 
Warren Buffett sheds new light on the man, as well as on 
the work, ideas, business principles, strategies, and no-
nonsense insights that have guided his phenomenally 
successful business endeavors. {921 BUFFETT}

The Suicide Index: Putting My Father's Death in Order
by Joan Wickersham

Through a review of her family history and more recent 
events that had led up to his suicide, a daughter explores 
her father's death through an emotional timeline in order 
to deal with the questions and pain of her loss.      
{155.937 WICKERSHAM}

The Irregulars: Roald Dahl and the British Spy Ring in 
Wartime Washington by Jennet Conant 

Conant tells the story of young writer Roald Dahl who is 
assigned by His Majesty's Government to Washington, 
D.C. as a diplomat to gather intelligence about America's 
isolationist circles. In the course of his "spying," he meets 
or works closely with David Ogilvy, Ian Fleming, and the 
great spymaster William Stephenson (aka Intrepid). 
{940.5486 CONANT}

Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a Green 
Revolution--and How It Can Renew America

by Thomas L. Friedman 
Proposes an ambitious national strategy to address key 
issues in climate change and energy shortages, identifying 
the factors that have contributed to current circumstances 
while outlining an American-led revolution of clean 
technology solutions. {333.7907 FRIEDMAN}

Perfumes: The Guide by Luca Turin 
An olfactory scientist and a perfume critic review more 
than 1,200 fragrances to identify preferred and less-
recommended varieties, in a guide that introduces 
women's and men's fragrances and discusses the history 
and chemistry of perfumes.  {668.54 TURIN}

Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
Identifies the qualities of successful people, posing 
theories about the cultural, family, and idiosyncratic 
factors that shape high achievers, in a resource that covers 
such topics as the secrets of software billionaires and why 
the Beatles earned their fame. {646.7 GLADWELL}


