
Tequila Oil: Getting Lost in Mexico
by Hugh Thomson

An account of Hugh Thomson's first wild 
adventure in Mexico at the age of 
18 illustrates why it ignited his love for Latin 
America, and is then followed by his subsequent 
exploration 30 years later of the country, its 
people, and its history. 

The Log from the Sea of Cortez by John Steinbeck
In 1940, the author sailed in a sardine boat with 
his great friend the marine biologist, Ed Ricketts, 
to collect marine invertebrates from the beaches 
of the Gulf of California. This book offers a log of 
the expedition, combining combines science, 
philosophy and adventure. 

God’s Middle Finger: Into the Lawless Heart of the 
Sierra Madre by Richard Grant

A narrative portrait of the Sierra Madre describes 
the author's numerous journeys into its 
ungoverned regions, where he consulted with a 
folk healer and witnessed local violence and 
lawlessness that eventually threatened his own 
survival. 

Mexican Days: Journeys into the Heart of Mexico
by Tony Cohan

An entertaining travel narrative explores the 
author's experiences among the misty mountains 
and coastal Caribbean towns of Veracruz, the 
ruins and resorts of Yucatan, the markets and 
galleries of Oaxaca, and more. 

Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Build 
Their Retirement Dream House in a Seaside 

Village in Mexico by Barry Golson
A lighthearted account of the award-winning 
journalist author's year-long effort to build his 
dream home in Mexico describes how he and his 
wife moved to a fishing village on the Pacific 
coast, forged relationships with locals and fellow 
ex-pats, and shared the joys and pitfalls of 
personal house building. 

Looking for Alaska by Peter Jenkins
The author's chronicle of his year-long trek 
through Alaska introduces the people and places 
of the nation's "last frontier.". 

Walking Home: A Traveler in the Alaskan 
Wilderness, a Journey into the Human Heart

by Lynn Schooler
Documents the author's spring 2007 sojourn 
through the Alaskan wilderness, a journey taken 
by small boat across the Gulf of Alaska before he 
traveled on foot along the coastline, where he 
encountered dangerous natural elements, 
aggressive wildlife and rich local cultures. 

Crossing the Gates of Alaska: One Man, Two 
Dogs, 600 Miles Off the Map by Dave Metz

In this true account, the author shares his death-
defying three-month journey though the Arctic 
outback where his six hundred-mile trek took 
him to the remotest regions of the untamed 
North--and where his sense of adventure and 
unwavering spirit led to his survival. 

Walking My Dog, Jane: From Valdez to Prudhoe 
Bay Along the Trans Alaska Pipeline

by Ned Rozell
Join Rozell and Jane, his chocolate Labrador, as 
they walk 800 miles across Alaska along the 
trans-Alaska pipeline, describing the wildlife and 
scenery of Alaska, as well as the people.

Passage to Juneau by Jonathan Raban
The author describes his solo voyage from his 
Seattle home to the Alaska Panhandle. 

Armchair Travelers

A Blistered Kind of Love: One Couple’s Trial by 
Trail by Angela Ballard

Describes one young suburban couple's 
adventure-filled trek along the Pacific Crest 
Trail, detailing the personal and physical 
challenges they faced and their ultimate success. 

The Cactus Eaters: How I Lost My Mind – And 
Almost Found Myself – On the Pacific Crest Trail

by Dan White
A chronicle of one young couple's hike along the 
Pacific Crest Trail describes how the author and 
his girlfriend made the trek from Mexico to 
Canada, and the insights they gained about 
nature, themselves, and each other. 

Lois on the Loose: One Woman, One Motorcycle, 
20,000 Miles Across the Americas by Lois Pryce

Traces the author's Pacific Coast motorcycle trek 
from Alaska to the far end of Argentina, a 
journey during which she shared whimsical 
misadventures with a series of fellow bikers, 
bribed her way through Central America, and 
spent a night in a Mexican brothel. 
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Road to Gobbler’s Knob: From Chile to Alaska on 
a Motorbike by Geoff Hill

A book about the Pan-American Highway 
including various twists and turns in the road, 
from the difficulties of getting bikes to Chile and 
the trials of South American border crossings, to 
the joys of the open road and the dubious 
delights of the local specialities. 

Time Among the Maya: Travels in Belize, 
Guatemala and Mexico by Ronald Wright

Describes the culture and daily life of the 
modern Maya, and discusses the land of the 
ancient Maya. 

Almost an Island: Travels in Baja California
by Bruce Berger

Berger knits a handful of chance encounters 
together with cultural and natural history to 
produce a crystalline, idiosyncratic portrait of 
Baja, in particular the southern half. 

Revolution: The Year I Fell in Love and Went to 
Join the War by Deb Olin Unferth

The author discusses her time with Sandinista 
revolutionaries in Nicaragua, describing her 
romantic affair with a Christian idealist, their 
inability to find people who welcomed them, and 
their struggles with disillusionment. 

Nothing to Declare: Memoirs of a Woman 
Traveling Alone by Mary Morris

The author chronicles her travels throughout 
Central America and shares her observations on 
the hardship of the region. 

The Serpent and the Rainbow by Wade Davis
A Harvard ethnobotanist chronicles his 
undercover investigations of Haitian voodooism
and the phenomenon of Zombies, a quest that 
yielded the actual chemical formula for 
producing the Zombi state. 

Best Nightmare on Earth: A Life in Haiti
by Herbert Gold

Discusses the author's journeys in Haiti 
including the people he met, the stories and life 
histories he heard, and the experiences he 
encountered in this tiny Caribbean nation.

An Embarrassment of Mangoes: A Caribbean 
Interlude by Ann Vanderhoof

Describes how the author and her husband, two 
fortysomething professionals, quit their stressful 
careers, rented out their house, and embarked 
on a two-year voyage around the Caribbean 
aboard a forty-two-foot sailboat. 

Ay, Cuba! A Socio-Erotic Journey
by Andrei Codrescu and David Graham

Codrescu and his gang encounter street hustlers, 
prostitutes, visionary bureaucrats, Santeria 
practitioners, good and bad food, plenty of cigars 
and lots of rum as they peel away the Travel & 
Leisure veneer to discover the real Cuba. 

Mi Moto, Fidel: Motorcycling Through Castro’s 
Cuba by Christopher P. Baker

The author recounts his three-month, seven-
thousand-mile odyssey through Cuba, discussing 
Cuba's troubled history and politics and offering 
profiles of the colorful people he encountered 
along the way. 

Mad Dogs and an Englishwoman: Travels with 
Sled Dogs in Canada’s Frozen North

by Polly Evans
A world traveler and wannabe musher details her 
journey in the dead of winter into the remote 
Yukon Territory in Canada's northwest. 

My Famous Evening: Nova Scotia Sojourns, 
Diaries, and Preoccupations by Howard Norman

An evocative portrait of the landscape and 
eccentric characters who have shaped his literary 
work by the critically acclaimed author.

Beauty Tips from Moose Jaw: Travels in Search of 
Canada by Will Ferguson

Canada's celebrated humorist shares a series of 
funny, poignant tales of life up North, 
introducing readers to a varied cast of characters 
who live often in Canada's most out-of-the-way 
places. 

Theatre of Fish: Travels Through Newfoundland 
and Labrador by John Gimlette

Presents a journey through the harsh landscapes 
of the Canadian region of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, examining the area's unique history, 
culture, language, and the lives of the people 
living on the extreme edge of the Americas. 

Hungry Ocean: A Swordboat Captain’s Journey
by Linda Greenlaw

Offers a tale of a thirty-day swordfishing voyage 
and the crew--led by a female captain--that must 
endure every hardship known to mariners. 

The Living Great Lakes by Jerry Dennis
Provides a history of the Great Lakes as told by 
the biologists, fishermen, sailors, and others who 
have experienced them firsthand and traces the 
author's experiences as a local resident and 
schooner crewperson. 

O Canada: Travels in an Unknown Country
by Jan Morris

Profiles ten Canadian cities, each one 
representing a different aspect of Canada's 
landscape and people, and presents assessments 
and observations of their sights, sounds, smells, 
and citizens. 

A Land Gone Lonesome: An Inland Voyage Along 
the Yukon River by Dan O’Neill

Describes the odyssey of an Alaskan adventurer 
by canoe down the Yukon River to Circle City, 
Alaska, chronicling his expedition into the 
history of the region.


