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1. First, decide on a tone for your club. Are you interested in reading primarily serious or light 

subjects? Is this a book club for escapist reading or would you rather learn something? Do you 

want to focus on a certain type of book or genre (mystery, science fiction, romance, etc.)? A 

specific atmosphere will help you determine not only what you want to read, but also who will 

be likely to join. 

 

2. Next, take a look at the logistics. Think about how often you will want to meet. Select a 

consistent day and time for ease in scheduling. Do you want to meet in the same place each 

time, or will it rotate? Will you want snacks or drinks, and who will be responsible for providing 

them? Taking care of these issues will eliminate some of the biggest headaches, and give you 

more time for actual discussion.  

 

3. Decide on a selection process for the books. You might have each member choose a book or 

collect nominations and then vote on a book for an upcoming meeting. You can get great ideas 

for choosing books from several places, including the Reference Librarians at Twin Falls Public 

Library. We’ve also posted a few other resources on our website (visit 

www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/books). Try to choose titles that you might not normally choose 

on your own. You may be surprised at the result! 

 

4. Think about how members will receive their books. Will they purchase or borrow? Will one 

person be responsible for getting books for a specific session? Make sure that every member 

knows in advance and is able to receive his/her copy in advance of the meeting time. 

 

5. Decide how you would like to run a discussion. You could run a more formal discussion by 

asking one person to preside over a session. That person could be in charge of gathering 

questions ahead of time and then mediating the exchange of ideas. A less formal discussion 

might use questions coming from every member without a specific leader. Simply ask everyone 

to come to the meeting with a few ideas or questions in mind. Whichever method you choose, 

you can still be spontaneous to allow for a lively discussion. Just make sure that everyone who 

wants to be heard has the opportunity to share. 

 

6. In gathering questions, try to: 

� stay away from yes/no answers.  

� read passages from the book, which can help to illuminate discussion. 

� ask questions that allow members to speak from their own experiences. 

� accept that the discussion might wander. 

� remember that there is no right or wrong answer in interpreting literature. 

 

7. Have a good time. Book Club shouldn’t be a chore. Exploring ideas should be enlightening, 

inspiring, and often, fun. If you get into a rut, look at changing up a few things: the meeting 

place, the types of snacks you serve, even the type of books you want to read. Just a little care 

can create a long-lasting, meaningful experience. 


