
Blow the House Down – Robert Baer 

Long obsessed with the abduction and murder of his 

agency mentor, veteran CIA officer Max Waller 

continues to investigate the crime, until he suddenly 

finds himself the target of powerful dark forces within 

the intelligence community.  

 

Falling Man – Don DeLillo 

Escaping from the World Trade Center during the 

September 11 attacks, Keith makes his way to the 

uptown apartment where his ex-wife and young son 

are living and considers how the day's events have 

irrevocably changed his perception of the world.  

 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close                  

Jonathan Safran Foer 

Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a man killed in 

the World Trade Center attacks, searches the five 

boroughs of New York City for a lock that fits a 

black key his father left behind.  

 

The Whole World Over – Julia Glass 

Hired as the personal chef to the governor of New 

Mexico, Greenie Duquette leaves behind her 

Greenwich Village pastry business and her husband 

to head west with her four-year-old son, prompting a 

period of upheaval and reflection for herself.  

 

Home Boy – Husain M. Naqvi 

Three young Pakistani men in New York City at the 

turn of the millennium have the guts to claim the place 

as their own. But when they embark on a road trip to 

the hinterland weeks after 9/11things go horribly 

wrong. Suddenly, they find themselves in a changed, 

charged America.  

 

The Good Life – Jay McInerney 

A revelatory novel of family, love, conflict, and loss 

chronicles the lives of diverse characters--including 

Luke McGavock, a man searching for a sense of 

purpose in life; Corinne Calloway, a mother of twins; 

and her husband, Russell--whose world is forever 

transformed by the catastrophic events of September 

11th.  

The Future of Love – Shirley Abbott 

Eight New Yorkers are forced to confront their 

tangled lives, loves, and affairs after the terrorist 

attacks on September 11, 2001.  

 

One Tuesday Morning – Karen Kinsgbury 

Mistaken for a heroic World Trade Center victim, 

financial manager Eric Michaels, who is suffering from 

amnesia, struggles to relate to a family he does not 

remember, while his real wife, believing herself a 

widow, is comforted by her adoring brother-in-law.  

 

The Good Priest’s Son – Reynolds Price 

Visiting his aging Episcopal priest father when his 

own home is decimated by the September 11 

attacks, art conservator Mabry Kincaid meets his 

father's caregiver, an ambitious African-American 

woman, and struggles with mixed feelings about his 

adult daughter.  

 

Disturbed Earth – Reggie Nadelson 

When a pile of blood-soaked children's clothing is 

found on a Brooklyn beach, Russian-born New York 

City detective Artie Cohen is drawn into a case 

involving the death of one child, the disappearance 

of another, and the fate of his missing godson.  

 

A Dangerous Age – Ellen Gilchrist 

The focus is on three cousins, women, who face 

making greatly important career and personal—

marital—choices against the ubiquitous, unavoidable 

backdrop of the Iraq War and the terrorist conditions 

prevalent in the post-9/11 world.  
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For many of us, our recent history can 

be divided into pre-9/11 events and 

everything afterwards. Just ten years 

down the road, we are still coming to 

grips with the tragedy and learning to 

remodel our world through the filter of 

the events that occurred that Tuesday 

morning. The authors of these novels 

help work through these issues via the 

therapeutic art of storytelling. 
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Absent Friends – S. J. Rozan 

The lives of seven childhood friends are forever 

altered by the dark secrets of the past, until a 

reporter's suicide and a colleague's search for 

answers in the aftermath of the September 11th 

tragedy - that claimed the life of one of the seven -

threatens to unlock their silence.  

 

The Lake Shore Limited – Sue Miller 

An insightful story examines how Wilhelmina "Billy" 

Gertz writes a play about the terrorist bombing of a 

train, how the work is then created anew by the 

actors and the director, and how the performance 

itself touches and changes the other characters' lives.  

 

Netherland – Joseph O’Niell 

Abandoned amid the offbeat inhabitants of the 

Chelsea Hotel when his English wife and son return to 

London following September 11th, Hans, a banker 

originally from the Netherlands, struggles to find 

himself in his adopted country.  

 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid 

A young Muslim American, Changez is living the 

American dream, with an education at an Ivy League 

college, high-paying job, and romance with Erica, a 

member of the elite New York social circles, until the 

events of September 11th turn his life upside down 

and force him to confront his personal allegiances.  

 

Sins of Two Fathers – Denis Hamill 

Having forfeited his family life in the pursuit of his 

Pulitzer Prize-winning career, columnist Hank Tobin 

revisits the story that made him famous - and 

subsequently destroyed another man's life - and 

realizes his son may be perpetuating his own 

downfall.  

 

The Color of Night – Madison Smartt Bell 

Her mental health destabilized by headline-making 

violence from the Manson murders to the September 

11 attacks, Vegas blackjack dealer Mae endures an 

obsessive existence for which she wanders the desert 

with a rifle and is overwhelmed by memories. 

The Last Good Day – Peter Blauner 

Moving their family to a safe and tranquil suburb, 

Lynn and Barry Schulman are horrified to discover 

the town's sinister side, which is revealed after an old 

friend is murdered and an old boyfriend begins to 

stalk Lynn.  

 

Queen of Dreams – Chitra Divakaruni 

Rakhi, a young artist living in Berkeley, California, 

finds herself caught between the turmoil of life in 

America in the wake of September 11th and the 

India of her mother, a woman with the ability to 

share and interpret the dreams of others.  

 

Double Vision – Pat Barker 

Profoundly affected by the events of September 11th  

and its aftermath, two British journalists return to 

England to face different fates, in a study of the 

effects of violence on those who come in contact with 

it.  

 

Morning Spy, Evening Spy – Colin MacKinnon 

While CIA officer Paul Patterson races against time 

to track down Kareem, a former Afghan resistance 

fighter who has become an al-Qaeda and Taliban 

operative, Muhammad Atta and other conspirators 

plot their attacks on the World Trade Center and 

Pentagon in the months prior to September 11th.  

 

The Writing on the Wall – Lynne Sharon Schwartz 

In a tale of emotional survival in post-9/11 New 

York City, thirty-four-year-old Renata deals with the 

effects of the bombings on her personal life, in light 

of the trauma she has already experienced. 

 

 The Zero – Jess Walter 

Five days after a terrorist attack decimates his home 

city, Brian Remy struggles with gaps in his memory 

pertaining to a self-inflicted gunshot wound, a 

girlfriend whose name he does not know, and 

deteriorating eyesight, a situation that is further 

challenged when he is recruited to gather information 

for a shadowy intelligence operation.  

 

The Year that Follows – Scott Lasser 

After her brother is killed in New York on September 

11, single mother Cat embarks on a search for his 

orphaned son and reconnects with her father, Sam, as 

they struggle to come to terms with loss, relationships, 

and family secrets.  

 

These Days Are Ours – Michelle Haimoff 

In the unsettled days following the September 11 

terror attacks, a wealthy but jobless and listless 

college graduate, Hailey, stays out all night partying 

with her trust fund friends until a recent Brown 

graduate changes her view of the world. 

 

Burnt Shadows – Kamila Shamsie 

Two years after her prospects are shattered by the 

bombing of Nagasaki, Hiroko Tanaka travels to Delhi 

in search of new beginnings and arrives in the home 

of her ex-fiance's half-sister, but she finds her 

circumstances halted by conflicts in the Middle East 

that prompt her family's eventual relocation to 

America.  

 

Between Two Rivers – Nicholas Rinaldi 

Within the walls of Echo Terrace, the world - a 

beautifully resonant novel that weaves together the 

life stories of a diverse range of characters into a 

breathtaking braid of love and memory.  

 

Sons and Other Flammable Objects                   

Porochista Khakpour 

While growing up, Xerxes Adams's major life goal is 

to completely separate himself from his Iranian 

parents, neither of whom can offer their son anything 

he can actually use to make sense of his immigrant 

identity or help him define himself.  

 

The Submission – Amy Waldman 

Selected for a jury that must choose an appropriate 

memorial for September 11 victims, Claire Harwell 

struggles to navigate a media firestorm when the 

winning designer is revealed as an enigmatic Muslim-

American.  


