
Murderers in Mausoleums: Riding the Back Roads of 
Empire Between Moscow and Beijing  - Jeffery Tayler 

{915.0443 TAYLER} 
Focuses on the vast expanse of remote, challenging 
terrain from the steppes of southern Russia and the 
turbulent Caucasus Mountains to the deserts of 
central Asia and northern China to reveal the 
diverse lands and peoples of the region.  
 

Shadow of the Silk Road – Colin Thubron 
{915.8 THUBRON} 

The author recounts his ambitious and dangerous 
trek along the legendary Silk Road, during which 
he ventured from the heart of China to the 
mountains of Central Asia, through northern 
Afghanistan, across the plains of Iran, and into 
Kurdish Turkey. 

 
Walking the Gobi: A 1600-Mile Trek Across a Desert 

of Hope and Despair – Helen Thayer  
{915.173 THAYER} 

The author provides a day-by-day account of her 
1600-mile journey across the Gobi Desert at the age 
of sixty-three.  
 

In the Empire of Genghis Khan: A Journey Among 
Nomads – Stanley Stewart {950.2 STEWART} 

Describes the author's travels through Mongolia on 
horseback, including the terrain and scenery, 
people he meets, and daily encounters.  
 

A River’s Tale: A Year on the Mekong 
Edward Gargan {915.9045 GARGAN} 

The author describes his personal odyssey down 
the Mekong River, detailing his three-thousand-
mile journey from China through Tibet, Burma, 
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam and the 
people and places he encountered along the way.  
 

Fried Eggs with Chopsticks – Polly Evans 
{951 EVANS} 

The author describes how she decided to witness 
for herself the way this vast nation was hurtling 
into the technological age and how, upon arriving 
in China, she discovered that the construction 
work had not quite been finished.  

Wrong About Japan: A Father’s Journey with His 
Son – Peter Carey {915.2045 CAREY} 

The author describes how his shy young son's 
fascination with Japanese manga and anime led 
father and son on an odyssey to Tokyo, where they 
discover the intricacies of modern-day Japanese 
culture, from shitamachi and the Internet tokabuki 
and the samurai.  
 

Hokkaido Highway Blues: Hitchhiking Japan 
Will Ferguson {915.2044 FERGUSON} 

The author invites readers on an adventurous and 
humorous journey as he hitchhikes the full length 
of Japan, beginning in a small town where local 
gardeners dust their blossom petals after the 
nearby volcano sprinkles them with ash.  
 
Lost on Planet China: The Strange and True Story of 
One Man’s Attempt to Understand the World’s Most 
Mystifying Nation, Or How He Became Comfortable 

Eating Live Squid – J. Maarten Troost  
{915.1046 TROOST} 

A sharply observed, hilarious account of Troost's 
adventures in China- a complex, fascinating 
country with enough dangers and delicacies to 
keep him, and readers, endlessly entertained.  

 
River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze  

Peter Hessler {915.138 HESSLER} 
Records the author's experiences as a Peace Corps 
English teacher in the small Chinese city of Fuling, 
during which time he witnessed such events as the 
death of Deng Xiaoping, the return of Hong Kong 
to the mainland, and the construction of the Three 
Gorges Dam. 
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The Great Railway Bazaar: By Train Through Asia 
Paul Theroux {915.0442 THEROUX} 

The author relates an account of the landscapes, 
characters, mishaps, and adventures he 
encountered on his grand railroad excursion from 
London to Tokyo and back again on such classic 
railroads as the Orient, Mandalay, and Trans-
Siberian Expresses.  
 

Ghost Train to the Eastern Star: On the Tracks of 
the Great Railway Bazaar – Paul Theroux  

{915.0442 THEROUX} 
The author of The Great Railway Bazaar revisits the 
past as he journeys through Eastern Europe, 
Central Asia, India, China, Japan, and Siberia on an 
adventure that reveals the dramatic changes that 
have occurred since the writing of the original 
travelogue.  

 
Riding the Iron Rooster: By Train Through China 

Paul Theroux {915.0442 THEROUX} 
The author recounts his experiences while traveling 
throughout Communist China by train, offering 
observations on the scenery and recalling 
conversations with Chinese citizens and other 
fellow travelers.  
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In Siberia – Colin Thubron {957 THUBRON} 
The author describes his tours of Russian regions 
that have long captured the Western imagination 
revealing the breathtaking natural beauty, tragic 
history, and vast spaces that make up Siberia.  

 
Travels in Siberia – Ian Frazier {957 FRAZIER} 

Examines the unforgiving region of Siberia, 
including its geography, resources, native peoples, 
and history, with stories of Mongols, fur seekers, 
tea caravans, American prospectors, prisoners, and 
exiles of every kind.  

 
River of No Reprieve: Descending Siberia’s 

Waterway of Exile, Death, and Destiny 
Jeffery Tayler {915.7048 TAYLER} 

Describes the author's perilous 2,400-mile journey 
down the Lena River, from Lake Baikal above the 
Arctic Circle through the heart of Siberia, re-
creating an odyssey first made by the Cossacks 
more than three centuries earlier.  

 
The Places in Between – Rory Stewart 

{915.8104 STEWART} 
Traces the author's 2002 journey by foot across 
Afghanistan, during which he survived the harsh 
elements through the kindness of tribal elders, teen 
soldiers, Taliban commanders, and foreign-aid 
workers whose stories he collected along his way.  

 
An Unexpected Light: Travels in Afghanistan          

Jason Elliot {915.81 ELLIOT} 
The author reflects on Afghanistan's struggle with 
war and poverty, its beautiful landscape, and its 
hospitable people in an account of a journey back 
to where he once fought against Soviet occupation.  

 
Apples Are from Kazakhstan: The Land that 

Disappeared – Christopher Robbins  
{915.845 ROBINSON} 

Travel writer Christopher Robbins relates a story by 
turns hilarious and grim as he explores some of the 

most beautiful, unspoiled places on earth.  

To Live or to Perish Forever: Two Tumultuous Years 
in Pakistan – Nicholas Schmidle {921 SCHMIDLE} 

Journalist Schmidle offers a gripping, grim account 
of his two years as a journalism fellow in Pakistan, 
where his travels took him into the most isolated 
and unfriendly provinces, and into the thick of 
interests and beliefs that impede that nation's 
peace and progress.  

 
Mirrors of the Unseen: Journeys in Iran 

Jason Elliot { 915.5044 ELLIOT} 
A literary travelogue combining history, anecdote, 
and cultural analysis explores the rich heritage of 
Persian culture, offering a multifaceted portrait of 
the art, architecture, culture, and people of Iran. 

 
A Year in Japan – Kate T. Williamson 

{952.05 WILLIAMSON} 
New York City-based writer and illustrator 
Williamson shares discoveries about Japan and its 
culture based on a recent year spent in Kyoto as a 
postgraduate student.  

 
The Imperial Way – Paul Theroux and Steve 

McCurry {915.4 THEROUX} 
Chronicles an illustrated railway journey through 
India, from Peshawar, full of Afghan refugees, 
through Agra, home of the Taj Mahal, to flooded 
Chittagong on the Bay of Bengal.  

 
To A Mountain in Tibet – Colin Thubron 

{915.1504 THUBRON} 
Offers an intimate travelogue of the author's trek 
to Kailas, the holiest mountain in Tibet, in the 
wake of the death of his mother and the loss of his 
family.  

 
Beyond the Sky and the Earth: A Journey into 

Bhutan – Jamie Zeppa {954.98 ZEPPA} 
Chronicles the author's experiences in Bhutan as a 
teacher on a two-year Canadian government 
contract and reveals her subsequent infatuation 
with the people and the landscape of the tiny 
Buddhist kingdom located in the Himalayas.  

A Goddess in the Stones: Travels in India                   
Norman Lewis {915.404 LEWIS} 

A view of contemporary India moves from the 
feudal state of Bihar, to the territories of tribes that 
use bows and arrows, to the slums of Calcutta.  
 

Beneath Blossom Rain: Discovering Bhutan on the 
Toughest Trek in the World – Kevin Grange 

{915.498 GRANGE} 
Debut memoir of a man's discovery of spiritual 
rejuvenation while hiking Bhutan's daunting 
Snowman Trek in 2007. 
 

Radio Shangri-La: What I Learned in Bhutan, the 
Happiest Kingdom on Earth – Lisa Napoli  

{954.98 NAPOLI} 
Describes how a midlife crisis and chance 
encounter prompted the author's relocation to 
Bhutan, where she volunteered at the country's 
first youth radio station and witnessed the rapid 
changes in the culture of a country just beginning 
to open up to the modern world.  
 

Himalayan Passage: Seven Months in the High 
Country of Tibet, Nepal, China, India, and Pakistan  

Jeremy Schmidt {915.496 SCHMIDT} 
Chronicles the journey of four experienced 
mountaineers as they circumnavigated the 
Himalayas, and describes the people encountered 
as well as the joys, hardships, and triumphs of the 
journey.  

 
Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri 

Lanka – Adele Barker {954.9303 BARKER} 
In 2001, just weeks after the attack on the World 
Trade Center, Barker packed up herself and her 14-
year-old son and traveled to Sri Lanka to teach 
literature at a university in Kandy.  

 
Finding George Orwell in Burma – Emma Larkin 

{915.9104 LARKEIN} 
A profile of the police state in Burma and its effect 
on the writings of George Orwell discusses the 
author's mother's origins in Burma, Orwell's work 
with the British Imperial Police, and local 
reverence for his literary works.  


