
 Sunflowers – Sheramy Bundrick 
Nineteenth-century French prostitute Rachel Courteau 
becomes drawn to one of her newest clients, Vincent van 
Gogh, and a true relationship blossoms until outside 
pressures threaten the safe haven they have created. 
  

Lust for Life – Irving Stone 
A novel of the life of the tormented genius Vincent Van 
Gogh who put so much of himself into his art that he 
found it difficult to maintain himself in ordinary society. 
  

Leaving van Gogh – Carol Wallace 
Imagines the career of Van Gogh from the perspective of 
his psychiatrist Dr. Gachet, who throughout the course 
of their relationship watches the tortured artist 
deteriorate from an optimistic genius to a suicide victim. 
  

Girl in Hyacinth Blue – Susan Vreeland 
Chronicles the history of a Vermeer painting and the 
lives with which it intersects, from the artist's 
inspiration to its admiration by two art scholars three 
hundred years later. 
  

Girl with a Pearl Earring – Tracey Chevalier 
A poor seventeenth-century servant girl knows her place 
in the household of the painter Johannes Vermeer, but 
when he begins to paint her, nasty whispers and rumors 
circulate throughout the town. 
  

Loving Frank – Nancy Horan 
Chronicles the relationship between seminal architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright and Mamah Cheney, from their 
meeting, when they were each married to another, to the 
clandestine affair that shocked Chicago society. 
  

The Women – T. Coraghessan Boyle 
A tale inspired by the life of Frank Lloyd Wright is 
presented from the perspectives of four very different 
women who loved him and offers insight into the 
eminent architect's enduring struggles against 
conventional boundaries. 

More Fiction About Art: 
 

The Art Thief – Noah Charney 

The Birth of Venus – Sara Dunant 

Clara and Mr. Tiffany – Susan Vreeland 

The Flanders Panel – Arturo Perez-Reverte 

The Forest Lover – Susan Vreeland 

The Forgery of Venus – Michael Gruber 

The God of Spring – Arabella Edge 

Headlong – Michael Frayn 

I Am Madame X – Gioia Dilberto 

I Am Rembrandt’s Daughter – Lynn Cullen 

The Lady and the Unicorn – Tracy Chevalier 
Leonardo’s Swans – Karen Essex 

Life Class – Pat Barker 

Lisette’s List – Susan Vreeland 

The Lost Madonna – Kelly Jones 

The Madonnas of Leningrad – Debra Dean 

The Modigliani Scandal – Ken Follett 

The Painted Girls – Cathy Marie Buchanan 

The Painting – Nina Schuyler 

The Passion of Artemisia – Susan Vreeland 

Pictures at an Exhibition – Sara Houghteling 

The Portrait – Iain Pears 

The Second Mrs. Giaconda – E.L. Konigsburg (YA) 

The Smile – Donna Jo Napoli (YA) 

Stealing Athena – Karen Essex 

The Virgin Blue – Tracy Chevalier 

Fictional Accounts of 
Famous Artists 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting by Jean-Honoré Fragonard 
  

Artists paint images with their brushes, 
and authors paint images with their words. 
These authors have used to talents to 
recreate the worlds of some very famous 
artists. If you’ve ever wondered about the 
inspiration of some of the most exquisite 
works of art, choose one of these titles for 
illumination. 
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Creation – Katherine Govier 
John James Audubon embarks on an expedition to the 
Canada's maritime provinces to document rare birds, 
sailing with Royal Navy Captain Henry Bayfield, who is 
determined to chart the coastline along the way. 
 

Caravaggio – Christopher Peachment 
Presents a fictionalized portrait of the sixteenth-century 
Italian artist Caravaggio, begining with his aprenticeship 
in Venice, his move to Rome, and his subsequent flight to 
Malta after he kills a man in a fight. 
 

The Impressionist – Joan King 
Dramatizes the life of Mary Cassatt, an American painter 
who became friends with Manet, Renoir, Gauguin, and 
Degas, and a part of the impressionist movement. 
 

Lydia Cassatt Reading the Morning Paper  
Harriet Scott Chessman 

The life of Impressionist painter Mary Cassatt is 
skillfully fictionalized in this powerful novel about art 
and passion, narrated by the artist's sister, Lydia. 
 

Dancing for Degas – Kathryn Wagner 
Aspiring dancer Alexandrie enters the Paris Opera Ballet 
in hopes of supporting her farming family, but finds her 
plans challenged by her growing love for enigmatic 
Impressionist artist Edgar Degas. 
 

I Always Loved You – Robin Oliveira 
The young Mary Cassatt never thought moving to Paris 
after the Civil War to be an artist was going to be easy. 
Then one evening a friend introduces her to Edgar Degas 
and her life changes forever.  
 

Cézanne’s Quarry – Barbara Corrado Pope 
Investigating the strangling murder of a mysterious 
young woman in Aix-en-Provence, inexperienced 
magistrate Bernard Martin finds the clues to her death 
point to her spurned lover, Paul Cézanne. 
 

The Malice of Fortune – Michael Ennis 
Machiavelli and Leonardo da Vinci team up to expose a 
serial killer when Pope Alexander dispatches a Vatican 
courtesan to discern the truth about his beloved 
illegitimate son's murder. 

 
The Tears of the Madonna – George Herman 

Leonardo da Vinci and his companion, Niccolo, a dwarf 
with a photographic memory, race about Renaissance 
Venice in search of a priceless diamond necklace, a quest 
that puts them in the middle of an assassination plot in 
the Mantuan court. 
 

The Queen’s Gambit – Diana A.S. Stuckart 
Engineering a living chess game consisting of members 
of the royal court for Ludovico Sforza, the Duke of 
Milan, Leonardo da Vinci's triumph is marred by the 
murder of one of the chess "pieces," and he is caught up 
in court intrigue when he investigates the crime. 
Sequel: Portraits of a Lady 
 

Portrait of an Unknown Woman – Vanora Bennett 
An epic tale set against a backdrop of civil-war-torn 
sixteenth-century Europe, portraitist Hans Holbein the 
Younger flees to the safety of Tudor England in order to 
escape artistic censorship, a refuge from which he paints 
two nearly identical portraits of Sir Thomas More's 
family that reflect subtle but significant differences. 
 

The Empty Mirror – J. Sydney Jones 
In 1898, with Austria paralyzed by a series of brutal 
murders, famed artist Gustav Klimt suddenly finds 
himself the prime suspect in the crimes when his female 
model falls victim to the killer. 
 

The Day Laid on the Altar – Adria Bernardi 
A fictional account of the lives of 16th century Italian 
artisans, artists (including Titian), and peasants explores 
their different responses to similar life-and-death 
experiences. 

The Way to Paradise – Mario Vargos Llosa 
Recounts the stories of civil rights campaigner Flora 
Tristan and Paul Gauguin, the artist grandson who was 
born after her death, in a tale that follows Flora's 
struggles with class imbalances and her grandson's 
effort to escape civilization. 
 

In the Kingdom of Mists – Jane Jakeman 
When the bodies of two young women are pulled from 
the Thames, prompting fears that Jack the Ripper has 
returned, London investigators are unaware of the horror 
that lurks above the suite inhabited by renowned French 
painter Claude Monet. 
Sequel: In the City of Dark Waters 
 

Luncheon of the Boating Party – Susan Vreeland 
Renoir is inspired to paint "Luncheon of the boating 
party" when his other work is criticized by Emile Zola, 
and while doing so is drawn into lives of the thirteen 
people featured in it as they enjoy a Parisian summer 
during the late 1800s. 
 

The Painted Kiss – Elizabeth Hickey 
Meeting painter Gustav Klimt at the age of twelve, 
Emilie Flöge, the youngest daughter of a Viennese 
businessman, matures into a sanguine adult and becomes 
the artist's mistress as well as the owner of an exclusive 
fashion house. 
 

 The Agony and the Ecstasy – Irving Stone 
Dramatizes the life of the artistic genius Michelangelo, 
recalls his love affairs, his disputes with cardinals and 
popes, and his years of working on the Sistine Chapel. 
 

The Wayward Muse - Elizabeth Hickey 
Raised in the slums of Oxford, seventeen-year-old Jane 
Burden is discovered by the charismatic and irreverent 
painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti, with whom she falls 
madly in love before circumstances prompt her marriage 
to the shy craftsman William Morris. 


