
The Bluest Eye – Toni Morrison 

The story of  Pecola Breedlove profiles an eleven-

year-old African-American girl growing up in an 

America that values blue-eyed blondes and the 

tragedy that results from her longing to be 

accepted. 

WHY: Offensive language, sexually explicit, and 

unsuited to age group. 

  

Song of  Solomon – Toni Morrison 

Macon Dead, Jr., called “Milkman,” the son of  the 

wealthiest African American in town, moves from 

childhood into early manhood, searching, among 

the disparate, mysterious members of  his family, 

for his life and reality. 

WHY: Offensive language, racism, sexually 

explicit, and violence. 

  

The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger 

In an effort to escape the hypocrisies of  life at his 

boarding school, sixteen-year-old Holden 

Caulfield seeks refuge in New York City. 

WHY: Offensive language, sexually explicit, 

unsuited to age group, and violence. 

  

The Lovely Bones – Alice Sebold 

The spirit of  fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon 

describes her murder; her surprise at her new 

home in heaven; and her witness to her family’s 

grief, efforts to find the killer, and attempts to 

come to terms with what has happened. 

WHY: Unsuited to age group. 

 

Fahrenheit 451 – Ray Bradbury 

Fireman Guy Montag, who works for a totalitarian 

regime burning books, awakens to the dark 

aspects of  government-controlled thought and 

the value of  philosophy, theology, and literature. 

WHY: Offensive language, religious viewpoint, 

unsuited to age group, and violence. 

Of  Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 

The tragic story of  the friendship between two 

migrant workers, George and mentally retarded 

Lenny, and their dream of  owning a farm. 

WHY: Insensitivity, offensive language, racism, 

unsuited to age group, and violence. 

  

The Adventures of  Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 

The adventures of  a boy and a runaway slave as 

they travel down the Mississippi River on a raft in 

the mid-nineteenth century. 

WHY: Offensive language and racism. 

 

 Black Boy – Richard Wright 

Traces the author’s coming of  age in the Jim 

Crow-era South, a period during which he 

struggled to survive while journeying from 

innocence to adulthood. 

WHY: Sexually explicit. 

 

The Color Purple – Alice Walker 

The lives of  two sisters–Nettie, a missionary in 

Africa, and Celie, a Southern woman married to a 

man she hates–are revealed in a series of  letters 

exchanged over thirty years. 

WHY: Homosexuality, offensive language, sexually 

explicit, and unsuited to age group. 

 

 Slaughterhouse-Five – Kurt Vonnegut 

Billy Pilgrim, a chaplain’s assistant during the 

Second World War, returns home only to be 

kidnapped by aliens from the planet Tralfamadore, 

who teach him that time is an eternal present. 

WHY: Offensive language, sexually explicit, and 

violence. 
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The House of  the Spirits – Isabel Allende 

Traces the lives of  the Truebas, beginning with 

clairvoyant Clara del Valle’s summoning of  the 

man she intends to marry, ambitious Esteban 

Trueba, and following their participation in the 

history of  their times which is their destiny. 

WHY: Sexually explicit and violence. 

  

Bless Me, Ultima – Rudolfo Anaya 

Chronicles the story of  an alienated New Mexico 

boy who seeks an answer to his questions about 

life in his relationship with Ultima, a magical 

healer. 

WHY: Occult, offensive language, religious 

viewpoint, sexually explicit, and violence. 

  

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou 

The critically acclaimed author and poet recalls 

the anguish of  her childhood in Arkansas and her 

adolescence in northern slums. 

WHY: Homosexuality, offensive language, racism, 

sexually explicit, and violence. 

  

Snow Falling on Cedars – David Guterson 

A Japanese-American fisherman’s 1954 murder 

trial becomes the backdrop for a story that follows 

a doomed interracial love affair, a land dispute, 

and the wartime internment of  San Piedro’s 

Japanese residents. 

WHY: Offensive language, sexually explicit, and 

unsuited for age group. 

 

Arming America: The Origins of  a National Gun 

Culture – Michael A. Bellasiles 

Traces the rise of  America’s gun culture to the 

mid-nineteenth century, arguing that Civil War 

gun manufacturing and allowing ex-soldiers to 

keep their weapons changed the gun from a scarce 

and seldom-used tool to a perceived necessity. 

WHY: Inaccurate and political viewpoint 

Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream – 

H.G. Bissenger 

Chronicles a football season in Odessa, Texas, a 

depressed all-American town that lives and dies 

with the fortunes of  its high school football team. 

WHY: Explicit sex, offensive language, racism, 

and unsuited to age group. 

 

Beloved – Toni Morrison 

Sethe, an escaped slave living in post-Civil War 

Ohio with her daughter and mother-in-law, is 

persistently haunted by the ghost of  her dead 

baby. 

WHY: Offensive language, racism, sexually 

explicit, unsuited to age group, and violence. 

 

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 

Traces the unlikely friendship of  Amir, a wealthy 

Afghanistani youth, and a servant’s son, in a tale 

that spans the final days of  the nation’s monarchy 

through the atrocities of  the present day. 

WHY: Offensive language, sexually explicit, 

unsuited to age group, and violence. 

 

 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest - Ken Kesey 

McMurphy, a criminal who feigns insanity, is 

admitted to a mental hospital where he challenges 

the autocratic authority of  the head nurse. 

WHY: Offensive language, sexually explicit, and 

violence. 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood 

A chilling look at the near future presents the 

story of  Offred, a Handmaid in the Republic of  

Gilead, once the United States, an oppressive 

world where women are no longer allowed to read 

and are valued only as long as they are viable for 

reproduction. 

WHY: Religious viewpoint, sexually explicit, and 

unsuited to age group. 

 Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

Huxley’s classic prophetic novel describes the 

socialized horrors of  a futuristic utopia devoid of  

individual freedom. 

WHY: Drugs, insensitivity, offensive language, 

racism, and sexually explicit. 

 

 Grendel – John Gardner 

The Beowulf  story retold from the monster’s 

point of  view reveals the darker side of  human 

nature and values. 

WHY: Unsuited to age group and violence. 

 

A Time to Kill – John Grisham 

A Southern town is shocked when a 10-year-old 

black girl is raped by two white men–until the 

girl’s father takes the law into his own hands. 

WHY: Sexually explicit and violence. 

  

A Prayer for Owen Meany – John Irving 

Owen Meany hits a foul ball while playing baseball 

in the summer of  1953 that kills his best friend’s 

mother, an accident that Owen is sure is the result 

of  divine intervention. 

WHY: Offensive language and sexually explicit. 

  

 The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien 

Heroic young men carry the emotional weight of  

their lives to war in Vietnam in a patchwork 

account of  a modern journey into the heart of  

darkness. 

WHY: Offensive language. 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee 

The explosion of  racial hate and violence in a 

small Alabama town is viewed by a young girl 

whose father defends a black man accused of  

rape. 

WHY: Offensive language, racism, and unsuited to 

age group. 


