
The Darling Dahlias and the Cucumber Tree  
Susan Wittig Albert 

The Depression-era women of a Darling, Alabama, garden 
club get to the bottom of a mysterious buried treasure 
and a young woman’s murder. First book in a series. 

  
Roots of Murder – Janis Harrison 

A small Midwest town fills with doubt and suspicion as 
Bretta Solomon, a widowed flower shop owner, begins to 
investigate the mysterious death of an Amish farmer 
who has always supplied her with her best flowers. First 
book in a series. 

 
A Hoe Lot of Trouble – Heather Webber 

Master landscaper Nina Colette Ceceri Quinn turns 
sleuth to investigate the murder of the elderly man who 
had introduced her to the joys of horticulture, while also 
dealing with a fading marriage to adulterous police 
detective Kevin Quinn, an antisocial stepson Riley, and a 
host of small-town secrets that could have deadly 
repercussions. First book in a series. 

 
 Flowerbed of State – Dorothy St. James 

While preparing the final touches on an innovative 
cultivation program for the First Lady to inspect, White 
House gardener Casey Calhoun is attacked by an 
unknown assailant and discovers a dead body, which, 
putting a damper on her plans, forces her dig up a killer 
before she ends up six feet under. First book in a series. 

  
Deadly Nightshade – Cynthia Riggs 

When she discovers a mutilated body floating in the sea, 
Martha’s Vineyard resident Victoria Trumbull teams up 
with her granddaughter, Domingo the harbormaster, and 
other islanders to solve the mystery behind a growing 
number of homicides. First book in a series. 
 

 The Professors’ Wives’ Club – Joanne Rendell 
Meeting together in a garden in the midst of Manhattan 
University’s faculty housing, four women, the wives of 
faculty members–each of whom possesses a scandalous 
secret that could rock the university to its core–join 
forces to save their beloved garden from destruction. 
  

Night Gardening – E.L. Swann 
While recovering from a near-fatal illness, Maggie 
rediscovers the redemptive powers of passion and 
romance in her life when she meets Tristan, a landscape 
architect working on her long-ignored and unkept garden. 
 

The Garden of Evening Mists – Tan Twan Eng 
Seeking solace in the Malaysian plantations of her 
childhood after grueling World War II experiences, 
criminal prosecutor Yun Ling Teoh discovers a Japanese 
garden and its enigmatic tender, an exiled Japanese royal 
gardener who reluctantly accepts her as an apprentice. 
 

The Savage Garden – Mark Mills 
Assigned to write about a famous sixteenth-century 
garden, Cambridge scholar Adam Strickland visits the 
garden only to discover that the woman to whom the 
garden was dedicated may have been murdered, a finding 
that points to a more recent killing. 
 

Garden Spells – Sarah Addison Allen 
A successful caterer in Bascomb, North Carolina, Claire 
has always remained tied to the legacy of the Waverly 
family, until her peaceful life is transformed by Tyler 
Hughes, an art teacher and new next-door neighbor, and 
by the return of her prodigal sister, Sydney. 
 

In the Garden of 
Readin’, Baby 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus Stone. The End of the Story. 1900. 
  
These books are the perfect read after a long day 
of gardening! Try to figure out who killed whom 
with what deadly plant (or gardening 
instrument), explore strange and mysterious 
gardens, or simply watch love bloom. Whatever 
you chose, we are pretty sure that you will grow 
to love it! 
  
Annotations are courtesy of NoveList Plus, part of the 
TFPL databases. Check out NoveList Plus for reviews 
and recommendations. 
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Natives and Exotics – Jane Alison 
A multi-generational story follows the experiences of a 
nineteenth-century Scottish gardener and two of his 
descendants in an examination of the uneasy relationship 
between humankind and nature. 
  

The Marigold Mafia – Elisabeth Bastion 
Lucille probes into the death of a host in his garden after 
a journalist suggests that an eco-terrorist group may be 
responsible for the crime in order to stop the black 
market distribution of the harvest of stolen rare seeds. 
  

On Hummingbird Wings – Lauraine Snelling 
On a mission to restore her hypochondriac mother to 
health, Gillian Ormsby also sets about reviving her 
mother’s wilted garden to its former glory, enlisting the 
help of Adam, a handsome man who owns a family 
gardening business with his father. 
  

Summer House – Nancy Thayer 
Free spirit Charlotte Wheelwright enjoys running an 
organic gardening business on the island of Nantucket. 
Although Charlotte’s skill with plants is bringing her 
success, cultivating something deeper with people—
particularly her handsome neighbor Coop—might be 
more of a challenge. 
  

Earthly Joys – Philippa Gregory 
An advisor to King James I, Sir Robert Cecil relies on the 
practical advice of John Tradescant, a gardener, who 
becomes an eyewitness to the historical events that are 
shaping a turbulent England on the brink of civil war. 
 

The Girl in the Garden – Kamala Nair 
The redemptive journey of a young woman who revisits 
in memory the events of one scorching childhood 
summer when her troubled mother spirits her away from 
her home to an Indian village untouched by time, where 
she discovers in the jungle behind her ancestral house a 
spellbinding garden that harbors a terrifying secret. 
 

Second Thyme Around – Katie Fforde 
Journeys backstage at a gourmet cooking show to 
capture the romantic trials and tribulations of Perdita, an 
independent, sensible organic gardener who hates the 
limelight, and Lucas, a brilliant but egotistical chef who 
happens to be her ex-husband. 
  

The Poyson Garden – Karen Harper 
Released from the Tower of London by an insurrection 
against Queen Mary, her half sister, the twenty-five-
year-old Princess Elizabeth immediately puts herself 
back into harm’s way by investigating a multiple 
poisoning. 
   

The Lost Garden – Helen Humphreys 
Leaving war-stricken London in 1941, Gwen Davis 
volunteers for the Land Army in the Devon countryside 
where she oversees a group of girls who plant crops for 
the war effort beside a regiment of Canadian soldiers. 
  

The First Gardener – Denise Hildreth Jones 
Tragedy strikes Tennessee governor Gray London and his 
wife Mackenzie after their only daughter dies and in the 
aftermath it is only the flowers grown by their gardener 
Jeremiah that finally begin to ease Mackenzie’s pain. 
  

The Deadly Garden Tour – Kathleen Gregory Klein 
Garden designer Liz Clarke receives a hysterical phone 
call from her pregnant goddaughter, Melissa, who has 
discovered the bloody body of the chairwoman of the 
Backcountry Garden Club’s annual tour, and Liz must 
save Melissa from suspicion. 
 

A Lovesome Thing – Prue Leith 
Uprooting her children to accept a position as a 
billionaire’s head gardener after a painful divorce, Lotte 
shares her new employer’s passion for his garden but 
strongly disagrees with him and his spoiled wife on how 
the garden should best be cared for. 
 

Leota’s Garden – Francine Rivers 
At eighty-four, Leota Reinhardt is alone, all of her efforts 
to reconcile with her adult children hadn't worked in the 
past, until she meets her estranged grandaughter, Annie, 
and confides to her the silent sacrifice she had made as a 
young mother of two, while her husband was gone 
during World War II. 
 

The Samurai’s Garden – Gail Tsukiyama 
Stephen, 20, leaves Hong Kong for Japan to recuperate 
from tuberculosis just as the Chinese prepare to invade, 
and in a small town, he develops strong relationships. 
 

The Care and Handling of Roses with Thorns 
Margaret Dilloway 

Enduring a strict schedule that balances her teaching 
job with the hospital regimen required by her kidney 
disease, Gal Garner devotes her spare hours to cultivating 
a new rose variation before her world is upended by the 
arrival of her teenage niece. 
 

The French Gardener – Santa Montefiore 
Leaving London to move into a beautiful house in the 
country, Miranda and David find their marriage 
succumbing to long-standing conflicts until a mysterious 
Frenchman arrives to tend their garden, bringing with 
him a healing energy that is drawn from nature. 
  

Rose’s Garden – Carrie Brown 
When Conrad's wife Rose dies after fifty years of 
marriage, an angel in his late wife's garden teaches him 
at last to reach out to other people for comfort. 
 

Wild Designs – Katie Fforde 
Just as Althea Farraday, a thirty-eight-year-old divorced 
mother of three, begins settling in to a comfortable level 
of chaos, a near-perfect man enters her life. Equipped to 
steal her heart and help turn her passion for designing 
gardens into a new career, Patrick Donahugh may be too 
good to be true. 


