
Christmas: A Candid History 
Bruce David Forbes {394.2663 FORBES} 

Explores the historical origins of traditions 
including Santa, the reindeer, gift giving, the 
Christmas tree, Christmas songs and movies, and 
more. 
 
Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas 

Ace Collins {394.2663 COLLINS} 
Discover the truth that lies behind some of the 
holiday’s oldest traditions such as mistletoe, the 
Christmas tree, and more. 
 

Sleigh Rides, Jingle Bells, and Silent Nights: A 
Cultural History of American Christmas Songs  

Ronald D. Lankford, Jr {ON ORDER} 
 The first full examination of popular American 
Christmas music and its deeper connections to 
American culture. 
 

The True Saint Nicholas: Why He Matters to 
Christmas – William J. Bennett  

{270.2092 BENNETT} 
Unveils the heart and life of the man who inspired 
the modern-day version of Santa Claus, in a story 
about Saint Nicholas's selfless giving, due to his 
devotion to God, in third-century Turkey. 
 

Nicholas: The Epic Journey from Saint to Santa 
Claus – Jeremy Seal {921 NICHOLAS} 

Presents the evolution of a bishop from fourth 
century Turkey into the modern-day icon of 
Santa Claus, tracing the revered saint's cult in the 
Orthodox Church and his gradual acceptance in 
the West as a symbol of Christmas. 
 
The Nativity: History and Legend – Geza Vermes 

{232.92 VERMES} 
Examining every aspect of the Christmas story in 
light of biblical texts, period Jewish documents, 
and classical literary and historical sources. 

In the Dark Streets Shineth: A 1941 Christmas Eve 
Story – David McCollough  
{940.5373 MCCOLLOUGH} 

Recounts the Christmas following the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, in which President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
met at the White House. 

 
God Rest Ye Merry Soldiers: A True Civil War 

Christmas Story – James McIvor {973.7 MCIVOR} 
Documents an inspiring event just after Christmas 
in 1862, when closely-camped Union and 
Confederate armies, having endeavored to out-
sing one another with contrasting patriotic songs, 
joined together in a shared round of "Home 
Sweet Home.“ 
 
Silent Night: The Story of the WWI Christmas Truce 

Stanley Weintraub {940.4144 WEINTRAUB} 
Describes the spontaneous celebration that 
occurred in the trenches on Christmas Eve in 
1914 during World War I, when participants on 
both sides briefly put aside their differences to 
exchange gifts, share food, and enjoy a brief 
moment of peace. 
ALSO by Stanley Weintraub: 
 

General Washington’s Christmas Farewell: A 
Mount Vernon Homecoming, 1783 

{921 WASHINGTON} 
 

Pearl Harbor Christmas: A World at War, 1941 
{940.5426 WEINTRAUB} 

 

11 Days in December: Christmas at the Bulge, 
1944 {940.54 WEINTRAUB} 

 

The Meaning of 
Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The books in this list offer a wealth of 
information about Christmas – the history 
behind our traditions, memories of family 
and friends, and the importance of 
sharing the holiday regardless of what 
else is happening in the world. Get inspired 
this season! 
 
Annotations are courtesy of NoveList Plus (unless 
noted). Check out NoveList Plus, part of the TFPL 
databases, for book reviews and more. 
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C is for Christmas: The History, Personalities, and 
Meaning of Christ’s Birth; an A to Z Guide 

David Wiersbe {232.92 WIERSBE*} 
From angels and Bethlehem to yuletide and 
Zechariah, the information in this unique 
collection is sure to enlighten anyone who wants 
to have a deeper understanding of Christmas. 
 

The Man Who Invented Christmas: How Charles 
Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol” Rescued His Career 
and Revived Our Holiday Spirits – Les Standiford 

{921 DICKENS} 
A study of the story behind "A Christmas Carol" 
describes how Charles Dickens self-published the 
holiday classic, revitalizing his failing literary 
career and reviving the celebration of Christmas 
amid the struggles of the Industrial Revolution. 
 
A Kosher Christmas: ‘Tis the Season to Be Jewish 

Joshua Eli Plaut {394.2663 PLAUT} 
Examines how Jews in America have approached 
and responded to Christmas, from reinventing the 
holiday through parody and popular culture to 
volunteering at shelters on Christmas and 
dressing up as Santa. 
 

Christmas Miscellany: Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know About Christmas 

Jonathan Green {394.2663 GREEN} 
Reveals the origins of many Christmas traditions 
from why people go caroling to the practice of 
sending greeting cards, in a tribute that includes 
coverage of historical and religious customs. 
 

Christmas on Jane Street: A True Story 
Billy Romp {394.2663 ROMP} 

The author describes how he and his family travel 
from rural Vermont to Manhattan each 
Christmastide to sell Christmas trees from their 
camper, and the generosity they receive in return. 

 

A Simple Christmas: Twelve Stories that Celebrate 
the True Holiday Spirit – Mike Hickabee 

{921 HUCKABEE} 
The former presidential candidate shares twelve 
true and heartwarming stories from his past that 
help recall the real meaning of Christmas. 

 
Christmas in Plains: Memories – Jimmy Carter 

{921 CARTER} 
The President warmly remembers Christmas in 
Plains, with its spiritual inspiration, respite, family 
ties, friendship, vacation fun, and the simplicity of 
community. 

 
The Christmas Spirit: Memories of Family, Friends,  

and Faith – Joel Osteen {263.915 OSTEEN} 
Pastor Joel Osteen celebrates Christian Christmas 
traditions through several uplifting true stories 
from his family and friends. 
 
Tinsel: A Search for America’s Christmas Present 

Hank Stuever {976.4556 STUEVER} 
Reflects upon the excess and beauty of Christmas 
in an American suburb by following three people 
through all their holiday preparations and 
celebrations. 

 
The Purpose of Christmas – Richard Warren 

{394.2663 WARREN} 
The best-selling author of "The Purpose-Driven Life" 
offers a thought-provoking look at the true 
meaning of Christmas and its meaning in all of 
our lives. 
 

Immoveable Feast: A Paris Christmas 
John Baxter {921 BAXTER} 

The improbable tale of how a man who was 
raised on white bread--and didn't speak a word 
of French--unexpectedly ended up preparing the 
annual Christmas dinner for a Parisian family. 

Being Santa Claus: What I Learned About the 
True Meaning of Christmas – Sal Lizard 

{394.2663 LIZARD*} 
Sharing stories from his career as Santa, the 
author reveals the lessons he has learned, 
including Christmas magic is all around, even a 
small child can make a difference, and sometimes 
people need to go that extra mile. 

 
Christmas Miracles: Magical True Stories of 

Modern Day Miracles {242.335 CHRISTMAS} 
Recounts examples of contemporary miracles that 
took place at Christmastime, including healings, 
encounters with angels, and holiday visions. 

 
The Christmas Box Miracle: My Spiritual Journey 

of Destiny, Healing, and Hope 
Richard Paul Evans {EVANS} 

The author of "The Christmas Box" shares the 
miracle story behind the original book as he 
describes his own spiritual journey and the 
experiences of people whose lives were changed 
by his book. 
 

The Hired Man’s Christmas – George Givens 
{921 GIVENS} 

The author remembers the lonely Christmases he 
used to spend in rural upstate New York and the 
mysterious hired man who came to show him the 
importance of family and the endurance of love 
itself. 

 
A Secret Gift: How One Man’s Kindness  - and a 
Trove of Letters – Revealed the Hidden History of 
the Great Depression – Ted Gup {977.162 GUP} 

The author explains how the discovery of a cache 
of letters revealed his grandfather's offer of cash 
gifts to seventy-five families in distress during 
Christmas time in Depression-scarred Canton, 
Ohio, in 1933. 


