
The Thirty-Nine Steps – John Buchan 
Richard Hannay tries to foil an international 
conspiracy before World War I by risking 
capture or assassination. (145 pages) 
 

The House on Mango Street - Sandra Cisneros 
For Esperanza, a young girl growing up in the 
Hispanic quarter of Chicago, life is an endless 
landscape of concrete and run-down tenements, 
and she tries to rise above the hopelessness. 
(110 pages) 
 

A Long Way Gone – Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 
Ishmael Beah {921 BEAH} 

A human rights activist offers a firsthand 
account of war from the perspective of a former 
child soldier. (229 pages) 
 

A Matter of Class – Mary Balogh 
After his father forces him to become engaged 
to a woman who has been disgraced by a 
scandal, Reginald Mason finds that his new 
fiancee shares his resentment toward the 
impending marriage. (191 pages) 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 

Mark Haddon 
Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting 
with people, Christopher, a mathematically-
gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to 
investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and 
uncovers secret information about his mother. 
(226 pages) 
 

Holidays on Ice – David Sedaris 
An anthology of humorous Christmas tales and 
essays features excerpts from the author's 
"Barrel Fever" and "Naked," as well as "The 
Santaland Diaries,“ and a new tale of holiday 
mayhem. (166 pages) 
 

Into the Wild – Jon Krakauer 
The story of Chris McCandless, a young man 
who embarked on a solo journey into the wilds 
of Alaska and whose body was discovered four 
months later, explores the fascinating allure 
that the wilderness has for the American 
imagination. (207 pages) 

The Postman Always Rings Twice  
James M. Cain 

The sultry young wife of a diner owner 
conspires with an aimless drifter to murder her 
husband. (116 pages) 
 

Ella Minnow Pea – Mark Dunn 
Recounts what happens when the citizens of an 
island must rely on all their ingenuity to 
communicate in an increasingly limited 
language when the government progressively 
bans letters from the alphabet. (208 pages) 
 

Born on a Blue Day: Inside the Extraordinary 
Mind of an Autistic Savant 

Daniel Tammet {921 TAMMET} 
An autistic savant with genius-level 
mathematical talents describes how he was 
shunned by his classmates in spite of his super-
human capacity for math and language and 
offers insight into how he experiences the 
world. (226 pages) 
 

Ellen Foster – Kaye Gibbons 
Having suffered abuse and misfortune for much 
of her life, a young child searches for a better 
life and finally gets a break in the home of a 
loving woman with several foster children. 
(126 pages) 
 

I Was Amelia Earhart – Jane Mendelsohn 
Amelia Earhart discusses her fate on a remote 
Pacific island in the log she writes after she and 
Fred Noonan crash in 1937. (145 pages) 
 

Home – Toni Morrison 
The story of a Korean war veteran on a quest to 
save his younger sister. (145 pages) 
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The Housekeeper and the Professor  
Yoko Ogawa 

A relationship blossoms between a brilliant 
math professor suffering from short-term 
memory problems following a traumatic head 
injury and the young housekeeper, the mother 
of a ten-year-old son, hired to care for him.  
(180 pages) 
 

And Then There Were None 
 Agatha Christie 

When ten people arrive on private Indian Island 
off England's southwest coast, lured to a 
mansion by invitations from a mysterious host, 
terror mounts as one guest after another is 
murdered. (194 pages) 
 

In Patagonia - Bruce Chatwin 
 {918.2704 CHATWIN} 

Gives an account of Bruce Chatwin's journey 
through Patagonia, where he searched for 
almost-forgotten legends, Butch Cassidy's log 
cabin, and the descendants of Welsh 
immigrants. (205 pages) 
 

Devil in a Blue Dress – Walter Mosley 
Easy Rawlins is fired from his factory job in 
1948 and after working for a mobster, he finds 
that he has skills as an investigator. (219 pages) 
 

84, Charing Cross Road  - Helene Hanff  
{920 HANFF} 

Correspondence between Helene Hanff, a 
freelance writer living in New York, and a used-
book dealer in London. (97 pages) 
 

Longitude – Dava Sobel {526.62 SOBEL} 
Describes the forty-year effort of John Harrison 
to invent the chronometer, the first instrument 
able to keep accurate time for navigational 
purposes. (184 pages) 
 

Crazy Horse – Larry McMurtry 
Strips away the tall tales of legend to reveal the 
essence of Crazy Horse, profiling him as a 
brilliant and ascetic warrior-hero whose life 
exemplified Native American tragedy and the 
end of the untamed West. (148 pages) 
 

A River Runs Through It, and Other Stories 
Norman MacLean 

Two novellas and one short story, based on the 
author's own experiences, center on a young 
man's discovery of life and art in the woods of 
western Montana. (217 pages) 
 

Shannon: A Poem of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition – Campbell McGrath 

 {811.6 MCGRATH} 
an epic work inspired by the expedition of 
Lewis and Clark from a perspective of its 
youngest member, George Shannon, that also 
reflects on the narrator's sixteen-day solitary 
journey through the prairie. (113 pages) 
 

Our Man in Havana – Graham Greene 
Follows the plight of Wormold, a former 
vacuum cleaner salesman, who becomes a slave 
to the expensive whims of his thirteen-year-old 
daughter, Milly, and takes on a job for MI6 as 
Secret Agent 5920015 to pay for them.  
(242 pages) 

 
The Bookshop – Penelope Fitzgerald 

Follows a kindhearted English widow's struggle 
to open a bookshop in a seaside town against 
the polite, but uncompromising opposition of 
the town's arbiters of culture. (123 pages) 
 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s – Truman Capote 
The tale of a fun-loving, amoral playgirl in New 
York City who gives up all for love. (169 pages) 
 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress  
Dai Sijie 

During the Chinese Cultural Revolution, two 
boys are sent to the country for reeducation, 
where their lives take an unexpected turn when 
they meet the beautiful daughter of a local 
tailor and stumble upon a forbidden stash of 
Western literature. (197 pages) 
 

A Briefer History of Time  
Stephen Hawking {523.1 HAWKING} 

A shorter, more accessible edition of a now-
classic survey of the origin and nature of the 
universe. (162 pages) 

The Haunting of Hill House 
Shirley Jackson 

An anthropologist conducts an unusual 
research project in a reputedly haunted house. 
(246 pages) 
 

Montana, 1948 – Lawrence Watson 
Story of the events of the summer of the 
author's 12th year, which altered his view of his 
family and the world forever. (175 pages) 
 

The Giver – Lois Lowry {J LOWRY} 
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony 
of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of 
memories shared by only one other in his 
community and discovers the terrible truth 
about the society in which he lives. (180 pages) 
 

I Feel Bad About My Neck – Nora Ephron 
 {814.54 EPHRON} 

A collection of essays offers a humorous look at 
the ups and downs of being a woman of a 
certain age, discussing the tribulations of 
maintenance and trying to stop the clock, 
menopause, and empty nests. (137 pages) 
 

Big Fish: A Novel of Mythic Proportions 
Daniel Wallace 

When his attempts to get to know his dying 
father fail, William Bloom makes up stories that 
recreate his father's life in heroic proportions. 
(180 pages) 
 

Wishful Drinking – Carrie Fisher 
A memoir based on the author's one-woman 
show describes growing up with celebrity 
parents, her early success in "Star Wars," battle 
with addiction and mental illness, turbulent 
romances, role as a single mother, and struggle 
for recovery and healing. (163 pages) 
 

An Uncommon Reader – Alan Bennett 
Obliged to borrow a book when her corgis stray 
into a mobile library, the Queen discovers a 
passion for reading, setting the palace upon its 
head and causing the royal head of Great Britain 
to question her role in the monarchy.  
(120 pages) 


