
MACBETH  
 

Kingdom Come – Tim Green 

Having made his construction company into a multi-

billion dollar corporation that has brought out the 

competitive worst in his friends and family members, 

Bob King reveals a massive public offering that would 

render him CEO for life, a situation that prompts his 

second-in-command’s wife to plot his murder. 

 

King Hereafter – Dorothy Dunnett 

Draws on recent archaeological research to present a 

fictional recreation of the life and times of King 

Macbeth of Scotland, presenting a dramatic new 

interpretation of European history during the eleventh 

century. 

 

Serena – Ron Rash 

Traveling to the mountains of 1929 North Carolina to 

forge a timber business with her new husband, Serena 

Pemberton champions her mastery of harsh natural 

and working conditions but turns murderous when 

she learns she cannot bear children. 

  

The Third Witch – Rebecca Reisert 

Growing up in Birnam Wood sheltered by two wise 

women with powers of alchemy and prophecy, Gilly is 

haunted by fading memories of a past torn apart by 

tragedy, and embarks on a quest for vengeance 

against Macbeth, the man she blames for destroying 

her life. 

  

Killer Instinct – Joseph Finder 

Lacking the competitive instincts considered 

necessary to get ahead in his sales job, Jason 

Steadman meets a recently-hired Iraq War veteran 

who recruits him for the company softball team and 

offers him a job in corporate security. 

 

Lady Macbeth – Susan Fraser King 

Among powerful warlords and their steel-games, only 

Macbeth can unite Scotland  - and his wife, the last of 

Scotland’s most royal line - is the key to his ultimate 

success. 

THE TEMPEST  
  

Mama Day – Gloria Naylor 

In a small Georgia town, Mama Day, uses her gifts as 

a seer and healer, but her powers are ultimately tested 

when her beloved niece’s life hangs in the balance 

  

Prospero Lost – L. Jagi Lamplighter 

Surviving with her family members for four hundred 

years after the events of The Tempest, Miranda 

enlists her siblings in a search for their missing father 

after receiving a warning about ancient demons who 

would harness their powers. 

Next in Series: Prospero in Hell, Prospero Regained 

   

ALSO: 

The Dream of Perpetual Motion – Dexter Palmer 

Indigo, or Mapping the Waters – Marina Warner 

Tempestuous – Kim Askew and Amy Helmes (YA) 

 

OTHER PLAYS  
  

Falstaff – Robert Nye 

One of the great comic figures in literature finds his 

own voice in this novel, setting the record straight 

about who killed Hotspur, the battle at Agincourt, and 

other Shakespearian mysteries. 

 

The Madness of Love – Katherine Davies 

When Valentina's twin brother breaks a childhood 

promise and moves away without her, she disguises 

herself as a male gardener and tries to help her 

employer,  

 

The Serpent of Venice – Christopher Moore 

Three prominent Venetians lure Pocket, an envoy 

from the Queen of Britain, into a dark dungeon, 

hoping to drug and kill him, but Pocket has more than 

a few tricks up his sleeve. 
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Shakespeare’s writings have 

sparked many adaptations, and 

these books are no exception. Using 

his characters and plots, the authors 

of these books pay homage to one of 

the best writers that ever lived.  
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HA MLET  

 

The Dead Fathers Club – Matt Haig 

Young Philip Noble, introduced to the Dead Fathers 

Club of murdered men by the ghost of his late father, 

learns that his uncle, who has designs on Philip’s 

mother, murdered Philip’s father in order to acquire 

the family pub. 

 

Undiscovered Country – Lin Enger 

A Hamlet-style tale set in modern Minnesota follows 

the investigation of seventeen-year-old Jesse into the 

untimely suicide of his father, an event that raises 

suspicions about a jealous uncle’s attraction to Jesse’s 

mother. 

 

Gertrude and Claudius – John Updike  

Set before the action begins in "Hamlet," this 

speculative novel follows the lives of Gertrude and 

Claudius, King and Queen of Denmark, as they wend 

their way towards adultery and treachery to ascend 

the throne. 

 

Ophelia – Lisa M. Klein (YA) 

Ophelia tells of her life in the court at Elsinore, her 

love for Prince Hamlet, and her escape from the 

violence in Denmark. 

 

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle – David Wroblewski 

Edgar, who has a speech disability, bonds with three 

yearling canines and struggles to prove that his 

sinister uncle is responsible for his father's death. 

 

Something Rotten – Alan Gratz (YA) 

Horatio Wilkes seeks to solve the murder of his friend 

Hamilton Prince's father in Denmark, Tennessee. 

 

 

ALSO: 

A Good and Happy Child – Justin Evans 

Lunar Park  – Bret Easton Ellis 

The Lunatic, the Lover, and the Poet  - Myrlin Hermes 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREA M  

  

The Great Night – Chris Adrian 

On Midsummer’s Eve, three people, each on the run 

from a failed relationship, become trapped in the 

secret home of Titania, Oberon, and their court. 

Titania has set loose an ancient menace, that 

threatens the lives of immortals and mortals. 

  

Love in Idleness – Amanda Craig 

The enchanting Casa Luna, a villa near Cortona, 

become the scene for a family vacation that forces 

each traveler to discover significant differences in 

himself or herself, in a modern-day story of love and 

lies, set against the backdrop of Tuscany. 

 

 

 

OTHELLO 

 

 My Son’s Story – Nadine Gordimer 

When Will sees his black activist father at a movie 

theater with a white woman, it triggers his 

imagination, and he becomes caught in a painful 

adolescent confusion swamped with thoughts of 

family life, sexual jealousy, and political action. 

  

The Nature of Blood – Caryl Phillips 

The lives of a German-Jewish girl caught up in the 

Holocaust, her uncle fighting for Israeli statehood, 

Othello, and others across the centuries are connected 

by spirit, blood, and situation. 

  

Iago – David Snodin 

Having escaped from Cyprus and accused of the 

murders of Othello and Desdemona, Iago is now 

locked in battle with Annibale Malipiero, the chief 

inquisitor of Italy’s greatest city.  

  

The Magus – John Fowles 

Nicholas Urfe, a young Englishman, accepts a 

teaching position on a remote Greek island, where an 

eccentric millionaire manipulates him with 

hallucinations, riddles, and psychological tests. 

ROMEO AND JULIET  

  

The Consequences of Love 

Sulaiman SMY Addonia 

A Romeo and Juliet story set against the strict 

Muslim laws of Saudi Arabia, a sensuous and 

intensely wrought story of a young immigrant and a 

girl behind the veil who defy law and risk their lives to 

be together. 

  

Juliet – Anne Fortier 

After she visits Italy per the instructions of her late 

aunt’s will, Juliet is thrust into a centuries-old feud, 

uncovering the story of her ancestor, Giulietta, whose 

love for a man named Romeo proved ill-fated, and 

finding herself under threat after the past and present 

begin to resemble one another. 

  

 ALSO: 

Julie and Romeo – Jeanne Ray 

O, Juliet – Robin Maxwell 

 

 

KING LEAR 

 

Family Matters – Rohinton Mistry 

Suffering from Parkinson’s disease and a recently-

broken ankle, seventy-nine-year-old Nariman Vakeel 

turns to his youngest daughter and her family for help, 

and in modern-day Bombay, they begin a journey of 

discovery. 

 

A Thousand Acres – Jane Smiley 

On a prosperous Iowa farm in the 1970s, wealthy 

farmer Lawrence Cook announces his intentions to 

divide the farm among his daughters, setting off a 

family crisis reminiscent of King Lear. 

  

Fool – Christopher Moore 

As King Lear watches his kingdom descend into 

chaos, the king's fool, Pocket, and Pocket's 

apprentice, Drool, take it upon themselves to restore 

order amidst the mayhem. 


