
The Dry Grass of August by Anna Jean Mayhew 
In 1954, 13-year-old Jubie, traveling with her family 
and her family's black maid Mary Luther - who has 
always been there for her, making up for her 
father's rages and her mother's neglect - encounters 
racial tension and tragedy.  
 

The Queen of Palmyra by Minrose Gwin 
Amid the oppressive heat of summer in 1963 in the 
small town of Millwood, the neglected Florence is 
constantly shuttled between her grandparents and 
their longtime black maid, Zenie. 
 

Saving CeeCee Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman 
Relegated to the care of an eccentric great-aunt 
after her mentally unbalanced mother's accidental 
death, 12-year-old CeeCee is quickly surrounded by 
the strong women and cultural elements of her new 
Savannah community.  
 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 
After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman 
named Rosaleen, insults the three biggest racists in 
town, Lily Owens joins Rosaleen on a journey to 
Tiburon, South Carolina, where they are taken in 
by three black, bee-keeping sisters.  
 

We Are All Welcome Here by Elizabeth Berg 
It is the summer of 1964, in Tupelo, and Paige Dunn 
is challenged by the effects of the polio as she raises 
her daughter, Diana, with the support of her tough-
talking black caregiver, Peacie.  
 

The Persia Café by Melany Neilson 
The disappearance of a black boy in a small 
Mississippi town in 1962 plunges young Fannie, 
who dreams of cooking her way to a better life, into 
her town's own heart of darkness. 
 

Right as Rain by Bev Marshall 
Living and working side-by-side on the rural 
Southern farm belonging to their white employers, 
Tee Wee and Icey forge a bond based on their 
shared servitude and their equally painful pasts.  

The Space Between Us – Thrity Umrigar 
Contemporary India as witnessed through the lives 
of two women--Sera Dubash, an upper middle-class 
housewife, and Bhima, an illiterate domestic 
hardened by a life of loss and despair. 

 
Trouble the Water by Nicole Seitz 

Two middle-aged sisters confront a host of 
challenges including cancer, wife abuse, and suicide 
in a novel set in South Carolina's Low Country. 
 

Sula by Toni Morrison 
Sula and Nel are both black, both smart, and both 
poor. Through their girlhood years, they share 
everything. All this changes when Sula gets out of 
the Bottom, the hilltop neighborhood where there 
hides a fierce resentment at the invisible line that 
cannot be overstepped. 
 

The Little Giant of Aberdeen County by Tiffany Baker 
Since her birth, Truly has endured constant 
embarrassment for her large size. Her sister Serena 
has always been a timeless beauty. But beauty 
comes with a price when Serena finds herself mixed 
up with the wrong guy. When Serena Jane leaves 
town, Truly is left to care for her nephew, and her 
life leads her into some unexpected places. 
 

Jenniemae and James: A Memoir in Black and White  
by Brooke Newman 

An account of the improbable friendship that 
developed between mathematician James Newman, 
friend of Albert Einstein and father of two, and his 
employee Jenniemae - an illiterate, numbers-savvy 
maid. {920 NEWMAN} 
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If you liked The Help, you may also 
enjoy reading the titles featured here. 
Themes include the South, racism, 
Civil Rights, domestic servants, and 
friendship. Find another favorite read 
today! 
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Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café                        
by Fannie Flagg 

Mrs. Threadgoode's tale of two high-spirited women 
of the 1930s, Idgie and Ruth, helps Evelyn, a 1980s 
woman in a sad slump of middle age, to begin to 
rejuvenate her own life.  
 

Clover by Dorie Sanders 
After her father dies within hours of being married 
to a white woman, a ten-year-old black girl learns 
with her new mother to overcome grief and to adjust 
to a new place in their rural black South Carolina 
community.  
 

Summer in the South by Cathy Holton 
Visiting old friend Will from college only to find him 
much more attractive and confident than she 
remembers, Ava becomes immersed in Will's 
Southern community and wonders if the local 
secrets she uncovers will estrange her from Will or 
strengthen their bond.  
 

River Jordan by Augusta Trobaugh 
Jordan, a young girl yearning for warmth, 
companionship, and adventure, forms an alliance 
with her step-grandmother, and her new health-care 
aid, Pansy, recently released from prison, who finds 
a new life amid a Southern town.  
 

Road to Home by Vanessa Del Fabbro 
Monica Brunetti, a South African journalist, finds 
her life forever changed when a brush with evil 
lands her in the hospital with Ella Nkhoma, an 
extraordinary woman who challenges her views and 
leads her on powerful journey of friendship that 
results in the unexpected.  
 

Prayers for Sale by Sandra Dallas 
Set in the high country of Colorado during the 
Depression, this is the story of an unforgettable 
friendship between two women--eighty-six-year-
old Hennie Comfort and seventeen-year-old Nit 
Spindle--and the deepest hardships and darkest 
secrets they shared with each other.  

The Angels of Morgan Hill Donna Van Liere 
In 1947, the small town of Morgan Hill, Tennessee, 
and the lives of its inhabitants are turned upside 
down by the arrival of the Turners, the area's first 
black family.  
 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
Two African American sisters, one a missionary in 
Africa and the other a child-wife living in the South, 
support each other through their correspondence, 
beginning in the 1920s.  
 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman  
by Ernest J. Gaines 

Miss Jane Pittman is 110 when she recalls her 
childhood and the arrival of both Union and 
Confederate troops on the plantation where she 
lived.  
 

Freshwater Road by Denise Nicholas 
Celeste Tyree, a black 19-year-old college student, 
travels to Mississippi to take part in the 1964 
summer campaign to register disenfranchised 
African American voters.  
 
The Summer We Got Saved by Pat Cunningham Devoto 

Embracing the belief systems of her Southern 
hometown, Tab witnesses changes in the attitudes 
throughout the course of a 1960s gubernatorial 
campaign, which is marked by the establishment of 
a voting school for church members.  
 

The Cailiffs of Baghdad, Georgia   
by Mary Helen Stefaniak 

Eleven-year-old Gladys Califf and her Depression-
era community are turned upside down when a 
worldly teacher, who is fascinated with all things 
Arabian, moves into the small town.  
 

The Night Train by Clyde Edgerton 
In 1963, two teenagers, Dwayne Hallston and his 
forbidden black friend Larry, hope that their shared 
love of music will help them maintain their 
friendship and escape the South.  

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
Scout's father defends a black man accused of raping 
a white woman in a small Alabama town during the 
1930s.  
 

The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay 
Follows Peekay, a white British boy in South Africa 
during World War II, between the ages of five and 
eleven, as he survives an abusive boarding school 
and goes on to succeed in life and the boxing ring, 
with help from a chicken, a boxer, a pianist, black 
African prisoners, and many others.  
 

Mudbound by Hillary Jordan 
In 1946, Laura McAllan tries to adjust after moving 
with her husband and two children to an isolated 
cotton farm in the Mississipi Delta.  
 

Rush Home Road by Lori Lansens 
When she volunteers to take in five-year-old Sharla 
Cody for the summer, eighty-year-old Addy Shadd 
forms a powerful bond with Sharla that prompts her 
to recollect her own childhood in Rusholme, a town 
settled by fugitive slaves in the mid-1800s.  
 

Four Spirits by Sena Jeter Naslund 
In the wake of racial tensions in 1960s Alabama, 
sheltered white college student Stella participates in 
her first freedom movement and finds her life 
changed in several ways when she develops 
friendships with local African Americans.  
 

The Postmistress by Sarah Blake 
The stories of a small Cape Cod postmistress and an 
American radio reporter stationed in London collide 
on the eve of the United States's entrance into 
World War II, a meeting that is shaped by a broken 
promise to deliver a letter.  
 

The Sweet By and By by Todd Johnson 
Five very different Southern women meet in a 
nursing home and develop a friendship that 
resonates over the decades. 


