
In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and Terrible 
Polar Voyage of U.S.S. Jeanette – Hampton Sides 

{910.452 SIDES} 
A dramatic account of the ill-fated 19th-
century naval expedition to the North Pole 
cites the contributions of  the team's efforts to 
survive brutal environmental conditions. 

 
Endurance: Shackleton’s Legendary Antarctic 

Expedition – Caroline Alexander  
{919.8904 ALEXANDER} 

Recounts Sir Ernest Shackleton's expedition to 
cross Antarctica and the harrowing fight to 
survive for twenty months in freezing 
Antarctic conditions. 

 
Island of the Lost: Shipwrecked at the Edge of the 

World – Joan Druett {919.399 DRUETT} 
Describes how the crews of two different 
vessels became shipwrecked on opposite ends 
of the same deserted island and the very 
different experiences of the two groups--one 
of which through sheer determination and 
fortitude overcame the challenges of their 
environment, while the other descended into 
complete anarchy. 

 
33 Men: Inside the Miraculous Survival and the 

Dramatic Rescue of the Chilean Miners 
Jonathan Franklin {363.11 FRANKLIN} 

Presents an account of the 2010 San Jose mine 
rescue in Chile, in which all thirty-three 
miners miraculously survived, providing 
intimate details of life inside the mine as well 
as the dramatic rescue operation above 
ground. 
 

The Great Escape – Paul Brickhill  
{940.5472 BRICKHILL} 

Documents the efforts of American and 
British air force officers within German prison 
camp Luft III, describing how they worked 
together to protect themselves from 
surveillance while building weapons, tailoring 
clothing, and forging passports that would 
enable their survival and escape. 

Papillion – Henri Charriére {921 CHARRIÉRE} 
Charriére is sentenced to Devil’s Island for a 
crime he did not commit, only to attempt a 
breakout from the prison no one had ever 
escaped from. 

 
The Long Walk: The True Story of a Trek to 
Freedom – Slavomir Rawicz {921 RAWICZ} 

Describes the four-thousand-mile journey 
across the Gobi Desert and the Himalayas of 
seven men who escaped from a Siberian 
prison camp. 

 
Escape from Camp 14: One Man’s Remarkable 
Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the 

West – Blaine Harden {921 SHIN} 
Presents a dramatic account by one of the few 
survivors born in North Korea's infamous 
political prison camps, describing the brutal 
conditions he was forced to endure as a child, 
his witnessing of his family's executions, and 
his harrowing escape. 

 
Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival. 

Resilience, and Redemption – Laura 
Hillenbrand {940.5472 HILLENBRAND} 

Relates the story of a U.S. airman who 
survived when his bomber crashed into the 
sea during World War II, spent forty-seven 
days adrift in the ocean before being rescued 
by the Japanese Navy, and was held as a 
prisoner until the end of the war. 
 

Four Against the Arctic: Shipwrecked for Six 
Years at the Top of the World – David Roberts 

{919.81 ROBERTS} 
The true story of four Russian sailors who 
survived for six years on a barren arctic 
island. 
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If you’ve ever wondered if you have the 

mettle to survive a disaster, check out 

one of the books listed here. You’ll learn 

what it takes to survive blizzards, plane 

crashes in the wild, and treks through 

deserts and jungles. Get a glimpse of the 

tragedies and triumphs of those who 

faced death and won. The only distress 

signal you’ll send will be one for more 

books.  
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Into the Abyss: An Extraordinary True Story  
Carol Shaben {363.124 SHABEN*} 

An account of a deadly commuter plane crash 
that took place in northern Canada in 1984 
involving a pilot, a politician, a cop and the 
criminal he was escorting. 

 
When I Fell from the Sky: The True Story of One 

Woman’s Miraculous Survival – Juliane 
Koepcke with Beate Rygiert {921 KOEPCKE} 

Describes an 11-day ordeal faced by the 17-
year old sole survivor of an airplane crash in 
the Peruvian jungle in 1971. 

 
Survive! My Fight for Life in the High Sierras 

Peter DeLeo {363.124 DELEO} 
A plane crash survivor recounts how his 
single-engine plane crashed in the Sierra 
Nevadas in 1994 and how he hiked for two 
weeks through the wilderness with sixteen 
broken bones and no emergency supplies 
before he was able to find help. 

 
Lost in Tibet: The Untold Story of Five American 
Airmen, a Doomed Plane, and the Will to Survive  

Richard Starks and Miriam Murcutt  
{951.504 STARKS}  

In November 1943, five young Americas were 
blown off course, bailing out over what turned 
out to be Tibet.  

 
Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount 

Everest Disaster – Jon Krakauer  
{796.522 KRAKAUER} 

The author describes his spring 1996 trek to 
Mt. Everest, a disastrous expedition that 
claimed the lives of eight climbers, and 
explains why he survived. 
 
Deep Survival: Who Lives, Who Dies, and Why: 

True Stories of Miraculous Endurance and 
Sudden Death – Laurence Gonzales 

{613.69 GONZALES} 
Through close analysis of case studies, author 
Laurence Gonzales describes the essence of a 
survivor and offers twelve "Rules of Survival."  

Where Hell Freezes Over: A Story of Amazing 
Bravery and Survival – David A. Kearns 

{613.6909 KEARNS} 
Documents the 1946 survival story of six 
Navy officers who crashed in the Antarctic 
during a "white-out" snowstorm, describing 
the harrowing conditions from which they 
escaped over the course of thirteen days. 

 
The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s 

Darkest Journey – Candice Millard  
{918.1 MILLARD} 

Chronicles the 1914 expedition of Theodore 
Roosevelt into the unexplored heart of the 
Amazon basin to explore and map the region 
surrounding a tributary called the River of 
Doubt, detailing the perilous conditions they 
faced. 

 
Skeletons on the Zahara: A True Story of Survival  

Dean King {916.4804 KING} 
Chronicles the hardships encountered by 
twelve American sailors who, in 1815, were 
shipwrecked on the coast of North Africa, 
captured, sold into slavery, and sent on a 
difficult odyssey through the perilous heart of 
the Sahara. 
 

Crazy for the Storm: A Memoir of Survival 
Norman Ollestad {921 OLLESTAD} 

In1979, blinded by a blizzard, a small 
chartered plane crashed into the side of a 
massive mountain. Eleven-year-old Norman 
Ollestad, his father, his father's girlfriend, and 
the pilot were in the crash. After a nine-hour 
nightmare, only little Norman remained alive. 

 
Lost in Shangri-La: A True Story of Surviva;l, 
Adventure, and the Most Incredible Rescue 

Mission of WWII – Mitchell Zuckoff 
{940.548 ZUCKOFF} 

The untold story of an extraordinary World 
War II rescue mission, where a plane crash in 
the South Pacific plunged a trio of U.S. 
military personnel into the jungle-clad land of 
New Guinea. 

Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain 
and My Long Trek Home – Nando Parrado with 

Vince Rause {982.6 PARRADO} 
Nando Parrado regained consciousness to 
discover that the plane carrying his rugby 
team, as well as family members, had crashed 
deep in the Andes, at nearly 12,000 feet, with 
no supplies and no means of summoning 
help. 

 
Alive: The Story of Andes Survivors – Piers Paul 

Read {982.6 READ} 
Records the struggles and sufferings of the 
young Uruguayans during the ten weeks 
following an airplane crash in the Andes. 

 
Frozen in Time: An Epic Story of Survival, and A 

Modern Quest for Lost Heroes of WWII  
Mitchell Zuckoff {940.5429 ZUCKOFF*} 

This thrilling true story of survival,  moves 
between World War II and today, following 
the survivors of a U.S. cargo plane crash in 
1942 and their 148 days spent fighting for 
their lives during a brutal Arctic winter. 
 

Between a Rock and a Hard Place – Aron 
Ralston {921 RALSTON} 

A mountaineer who survived a near-fatal 
accident by amputating his arm when it 
became trapped behind a boulder in Utah 
describes how he endured five days of 
hypothermia, dehydration, and hallucinations. 
 
Ordeal by Hunger: The Story of the Donner Party 
George Rippey Stewart {979.438 STEWART} 

An account of the ill-fated overland journey 
of a group of pioneers who set out for 
California in 1846. 
 

The Children’s Blizzard – David Laskin  
{978.02 LASKIN} 

Describes the deadly 1888 snowstorm in the 
Great Plains that killed more than five 
hundred people including numerous 
schoolchildren. 
 


