
FICTION 
 

Wife of the Gods – Kwei Quartey 
An original debut novel set in Ghana, is the story of 
Detective Inspector Darko Dawson, who is sent from 
the big city to the village of Ketanu to solve the murder 
of an accomplished young AIDS worker.  
NEXT: Children of the Street 
 

A Carrion Death – Michael Stanley 
Assistant superintendent David Bengu begins his career 
in Botswana, where his convivial passions and 
determined methods earn him a local nickname that 
likens him to a hippopotamus. 
NEXT: The Second Death of Goodluck Tinubu; Death of 
the Mantis 
 

A Beautiful Place to Die – Malla Nunn 
Detective Emmanuel Cooper, an Englishman, begins 
investigating the murder following a trail of clues that 
lead him to uncover a shocking forbidden love and the 
imperfect life of one Afrikaaner Captain Pretorius. 
NEXT: Let the Dead Lie; Blessed Are the Dead 
 

The In-Between World of Vikram Lall – M.G. Vassanji 
In 1953 Kenya the lives of a group of friends--two 
children of Indian descent, an African boy, and two 
young British siblings--are transformed by the violence 
of the Mau Mau uprising against British rule and a 
guerrilla raid. 
 

I Do Not Come to You by Chance – Adaobi Nwaubani 
Searching for a job that will enable him to support his 
family, Nigerian university graduate Kingsley turns in 
desperation to his uncle, who runs a successful e-mail 
scam and who reveals unexpected consequences for 
the cash loan Kingsley has reluctantly accepted.  
 

David’s Story – Zoe Wicomb 
A postmodern tale of the new South Africa that brings a 
rich sense of allusion, irony, and the past to the dangers 
the hero, a Griqua descendant of the original Khoi 
inhabitants, faces when he finds his life threatened in an 
increasingly African nationalist milieu.  
 

Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 
The contemporary African writer's classic novel 
depicting the destruction of traditional tribal life by the 
white man.  

They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky: The True Story of 
Three Lost Boys from Sudan – Alephonsion Deng, 

Benson Deng, Benjamin Ajak with Judy A. Bernstein 
{920 DENG} 

The story of three cousins , who came to California in 
2001 through the International Rescue Committee, and 
their miraculous survival of Darfur and a journey of 
thousands of miles.  
 

You Must Set Forth at Dawn – Wole Soyinka                   
{921 SOYINKA} 

Soyinka describes the adventures and mishaps of his 
adulthood, including his frequent exile from his 
homeland, his celebrated literary work, and his 
advocacy for political and human rights.  
ALSO: Of Africa 
 

The Education of a British-Protected Child: Essays    
Chinua Achebe {921 ACHEBE} 

A volume of seventeen essays explores various aspects 
of the author's life, including his childhood in colonial 
Nigeria, encounters with the African-American diaspora, 
his family life, and the symbolism of Barack Obama's 
election.  
 

The Masque of Africa: Glimpses of African Belief  
V.S. Naipaul {200.9609 NAIPAUL*} 

Nobel Prize-winning author Naipaul spirals outward 
from the central African country of Uganda, to Nigeria, 
Ghana, the Ivory Coast, Gabon, and concluding in South 
Africa, to unearth in six chapters a sense of African 
ancestral belief and practice.  
 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of 
Electricity and Hope – William Kamkwamba                   

{921 KAMKWAMBA} 
A true story of tenacity and imagination describes how 
an African teenager built a windmill from scraps to 
create electricity for his home and his village, improving 
life for himself and his neighbors.  
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Africa is often generalized as 
mysterious, but that denies its 
diversity. These books, written by 
authors from all corners of the 
continent, offer stories and 
histories that paint a broader 
picture of what is Africa – and of 
what it will become. 
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The Stone Virgins– Yvonne Vera 
A story set against the civil unrest of Zimbabwe in the 
early 1980s finds two sisters from the country town of 
Kezi struggling for survival in the face of terrible 
brutality and the rival temptations of town and city life. 
 

The Whale Caller– Zakes Mda 
Charts a tender, funny romance between the "Whale 
Caller" of a small South African coastal village and the 
town drunk, Saluni. 
ALSO: The Madonna of Excelsior; Cion 
 

Measuring Time – Helon Habila 
LaMamo and Mamo are separated when LaMamo 
escapes to pursue his dream of becoming a soldier, but 
when religious zealots incite the people to violence, he 
returns home to battle the enemy and to be reunited 
with his twin brother.  
 

Beasts of No Nation – Uzodinma Iweala 
Recruited by a unit of guerrilla fighters after the brutal 
murder of his father by militants, a West African 
student falls under the spell of his dangerous 
commander, and finds his new life increasingly 
contrasting with his former existence. 
 

July’s People – Nadine Gordimer 
When South Africa is riven by war and the Smales, a 
white couple, take refuge in the village of their former 
servant July, their relationships are completely 
transformed. 
ALSO: Get a Life; The Pickup; No Time Like the Present 
 

Wizard of the Crow – Ngugi wa Thiong’o 
The individual stories of characters both powerful and 
ordinary create a kaleidoscopic portrait of postcolonial 
Africa in the twentieth century, in a novel set in the Free 
Republic of Aburäiria. 

 
Say You’re One of Them – Uwem Akpan 

A collection of tales about modern African children in 
crisis includes "An Ex-Mas Feast," in which an eight-
year-old child shares in his family's sacrifices to obtain 
enough food and enable his education.  

 
Cry, the Beloved Country – Alan Paton 

A novel depicting the racial ferment in the beautiful 
country of South Africa in 1948.  

 

So Long a Letter – Miriama Ba  
A long letter written by a widow, Ramatoulaye, to her 
friend, over the mandatory forty-day mourning period 
following the death of a husband.  

 
GraceLand – Christopher Abani 

Born into poverty in the chaotic capital city of Nigeria, 
Elvis is tempted by the underworld and enters a life of 
crime, encountering beggers, musicians, and American 
pop culture as he tries to survive in postcolonial Nigeria.  
 

Half of a Yellow Sun – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Re-creates the 1960s struggle of Biafra to establish an 
independent republic in Nigeria, following the 
intertwined lives of the characters through a military 
coup, the Biafran secession, and the resulting civil war.  
 

Age of Iron – J.M. Coetzee 
South African professor Mrs. Curren has always been 
opposed to apartheid's brutality though she has lived 
isolated from its horrors, but as she nears death from 
cancer, she confronts a generation of blood and 
revenge. 
ALSO: Disgrace; Summertime 
 

Desertion – Abdulrazak Gurnah 
An 1899 love affair between Orientalist Martin Pearce 
and Rehana, the sister of the man who rescued him 
from an African desert, has implications in 1950s 
Zanzibar as Rehana's granddaughter is caught up in 
another forbidden affair. 
 

Running the Rift – Naomi Benaron 
Rwandan runner Jean Patrick Nkuba dreams of winning 
an Olympic gold medal and uniting his ethnically divided 
country, only to be driven from everyone he loves when 
the violence starts, after which he must find a way back 
to a better life. 
 
 

NONFICTION: 
 

The Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir of Darfur             
Daoud Hari {921 HARI} 

A young Zaghawa tribesman from the Darfur region of 
the Sudan describes his escape from the attack that 
destroyed his village, his struggle for survival, his role as 
a translator and the dangers he confronted, his ultimate 
capture, and his new life.  

A Long Way Gone – Ishmael Beah {921 BEAH} 
In a heart-wrenching, candid autobiography, a human 
rights activist offers a firsthand account of war from the 
perspective of a former child soldier, detailing the 
violent civil war that wracked his native Sierra Leone 
and the government forces that transformed a gentle 
young boy into a killer as a member of the army.  
 
I, Nadia, Wife of a Terrorist  – Baya Gacemi {921 GACEMI} 
A young woman tells the story of her marriage to a man 
who became a brutal Islamic extremist after he joined 
the Armed Islamic Group (GIA) in rural Algeria in the 
early 1990s.  
 

Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson 
Mandela – Nelson Mandela {921 MANDELA} 

The leader of South Africa's antiapartheid movement 
chronicles his life--including his tribal years, his time 
spent in prison, and his return to lead his people. 
Also: In His Own Words; A Prisoner in the Garden; 
Conversations with Myself 
 
We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed 

with Our Families – Philip Gourevitch                                
{364.15 GOUREVITCH} 

Examines the horrors of genocide in Rwanda, where 
800,000 people of an ethnic minority were 
exterminated in one hundred days. 
 
No Future Without Forgiveness  – Bishop Desmond Tutu 

{968.065 TUTU} 
The chairman of South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission explains the healing power of his country's 
investigation into the wrongdoing of white leaders and 
citizens against Blacks under apartheid.  
 
Unbowed: A Memoir -  Wangari Maathai {921 MAATHAI} 
The recipient of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize describes 
her life as a feminist, political activist, and 
environmentalist in Kenya, detailing the 1977 
establishment of the Green Belt Movement and her role 
in the transformation of Kenya's government. 
 

My Battle of Algiers – Ted Morgan {921 MORGAN} 
Gives a personal account of a young officer's 
experiences during the horrors of the Algerian War in 
the 1950s, detailing the horrific events of the conflict, 
which included bombings, assassinations, and torture.  


