
Red Poppies by Alai 
Members of the powerful Maiqi family accept 
modern weapons from the Chinese nationalists to 
escalate a feud with a neighboring chieftain, in 
exchange for growing fields of poppies that will 
assist the Nationalist-backed heroin trade.  
 

Green Mountain, White Cloud by Francois Cheng 
Returning to the city from which he was banished, 
soothsayer Dao-sheng seeks out the woman he loved 
- a woman whose cruel husband was responsible for 
Dao-sheng's exile - and finds her near death but 
reciprocating his love.  

 
The Girl Who Played Go by Sa Shan 

When hostilities break out between her fellow 
citizens in Manchuria and their Japanese occupiers, 
a young girl becomes disdainful of the adult world 
and dominates local go competitions until she is 
challenged by a disguised Japanese soldier. 
ALSO: Empress 
 

The Concubine’s Daughter by Pai Kit Fai 
Li X'ia, the daughter of concubine, escapes foot 
binding and work on a silk farm to fall in love with 
an English sea captain, Ben Devereux, and have a 
daughter, Siu Sung, whose adventures will carry her 
from remote mountains to perilous cities on the eve 
of World War II.  
 

The Foreigner by Francie Lin 
Following the death of his mother, Emerson Chang, 
a mild-mannered, bachelor and financial analyst, 
journeys to Taipei to scatter her ashes and to bring 
an inheritance to his younger brother, Little P., a 
member of the Taiwanese criminal underworld 
whose crimes have estranged him from his family.  

 
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See 

A story of friendship set in nineteenth-century 
China follows an elderly woman and her companion 
as they communicate their hopes, dreams, joys, and 
tragedies through a unique secret language. 
ALSO: Peony in Love; Dreams of Joy 

Shanghai Baby by Wei Hui 
Coco, a twenty-five-year-old Shanghai waitress 
living with a handsome but impotent and drug-
addicted Chinese artist, becomes embroiled in a 
passionate affair with a married German. 

 
The Song of Everlasting Sorrow by Anyi Wang 

Becoming a minor celebrity when her photograph 
appears on the cover of Shanghai Life magazine and 
winning second-runner up in a beauty pageant, 
Wang Qiyao becomes a mistress to a wealthy 
benefactor, but after his death, she begins a lonely 
fall into anonymity. 
 

The Garlic Ballads by Yan Mo 
Three special relationships are set against the 
backdrop of a glut on the 1987 Chinese garlic 
market, which caused the crumbling of many 
Paradise County livelihoods and a rebellion against 
corrupt Communist officials. 
 

The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck 
A Chinese peasant overcomes the forces of nature 
and the frailties of human nature to become a 
wealthy landowner. 
ALSO: Pavilion of Women; Sons 
 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress by Sijie Dai 
During the Chinese Cultural Revolution, two boys 
are sent to the country for reeducation, where their 
lives take an unexpected turn when they meet the 
beautiful daughter of a local tailor and stumble upon 
a forbidden stash of Western literature. 
ALSO: Mr. Muo’s Traveling Couch; Once on a Moonless Night 
 

The Bathing Women by Ning Tie 
Follows the lives of four women from childhood 

during China's Cultural Revolution to adulthood in 

its new market economy. 
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War Trash: A Novel  by Ha Jin 
Captured by enemy forces, Yu Yuan, a Chinese army 
officer serving in Korea in 1951, takes on the role of 
interpreter due to his proficiency in English, a role 
that places him in a conflict between his fellow 
prisoners and their captors.  
Also: The Crazed; In the Pond; Waiting; Nanjing Requiem 
 

The Vagrants by Yiyun Li 
In 1979 Muddy River, a provincial Chinese city, the 
Gu family struggles to deal with the imminent loss 
of their daughter, Gu Shan, about to be executed as 
a counterrevolutionary, while their neighbors deal 
with the realities of life in China.  
 

Empress Orchid by Anchee Min 
A fictional portrait of the last empress of China 
follows Orchid, a beautiful teenager from an 
aristocratic family, who is chosen to become a low-
ranking concubine of the emperor and rises to a 
position of power in the Chinese court. 
Also: The Last Empress; Becoming Madame Mao 
 

In the Lap of the Gods by Li Miao Lovett 
As a dam begins to rise on the Yangtze River 
displacing more than a million people, Liu, a 
scavenger who lost his wife, unborn child, and his 
home, finds an abandoned baby girl and hope to 
begin a new life.  
 

Kitchen Chinese by Ann Mah 
Isabelle leaves New York to reconnect with her 
family roots in China. Her familiarity with the 
language and culture limited to “kitchen Chinese,” 
Isabelle lands a job at a magazine for the expatriate 
community in Beijing and finds a circle of friends.  
 

The Banquet Bug by Geling Yan 
An unemployed Chinese factory worker, Dan Dong 
masquerades as a journalist in order to gain 
invitations to state-sponsored, gourmet banquets, 
but, in his guise, he is drawn into the middle of a 
conspiracy and scandal that leads from the depths of 
society to the highest levels of Chinese government.  

Brothers by Da Chen 
Follows the divergent lives of two brothers, sons of a 
powerful general and born at the height of the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution, as their fates collide 
when they unwittingly fall for the same woman. 
 

My Life as Emperor by Su Tong 
Follows the life of a naïve fourteen-year-old prince 
who finds himself unexpectedly named as emperor 
of an entire nation and is shaped by the power, 
cruelty, decadence, and intrigues of the royal court.  
Also: Rice 
 

Border Town by Chen Congwen 
Cuicui worries about her grandfather's looming 
death and whether she will find true love while 
growing up in a quiet rural town in China.  
 

Dream of Ding Village by Yan Lianke 
Finds an impoverished village targeted by a blood-
selling operation that leads to a catastrophic 
outbreak of AIDS and decimates an entire 
community.  
 

Soul Mountain by Gao Xingjian 
A man fleeing from the repressive social conformity 
required by China's communist government 
journeys into the remote mountain regions of 
southwest China in search of meaning in his life and 
the elusive Soul Mountain. 
 

A Hundred Flowers by Gail Tsukiyama 
A tale set during the Chinese Cultural Revolution 
follows the struggles of Kai Ying to safeguard her 
family when her teacher husband is arrested and 
sent to a "reeducation" labor camp for criticizing the 
Communist Party. 
 

Wolf Totem by Rong Jiang 
An epic Chinese tale that depicts the dying culture 
of the Mongols--the ancestors of the Mongol hordes 
who at one time terrorized the world--and the 
parallel extinction of the animal they believe to be 
sacred: the fierce and otherworldly Mongolian wolf  

Twenty Fragments of a Ravenous Youth by Xiaolu Guo 
Seeking her fortune in Beijing, Fenfang Wang leaves 
her rural farm to pursue her dreams in the city, lands 
a job as a film extra, falls for two unsuitable young 
men, and finally finds her true calling.  
 

Stick Out Your Tongue by Ma Jian 
A Chinese writer traveling in Tibet witnesses events 
that are enchanting and horrifying, beautiful and 
repulsive, including the sky burial of a young 
woman who died during childbirth and a nomad 
seeking forgiveness for incest. 
ALSO: Beijing Coma 
 

Death of a Red Heroine by Qui Xiaolong 
Chief Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai Police 
Department must battle the political climate of 
Shanghai and seek the help of a former lover in order 
to solve the murder of a National Model Worker.  
ALSO: Years of Red Dust 
 

Inheritance by Lan Samantha Chang 
Making a pact to stay together after the suicide of 
their mother, Junan and her sister, Yinan, find their 
vow challenged when Junan is separated from her 
husband by the Japanese invasion of China and 
decides to send Yinan after him to the wartime 
capital. 
 

Three Sisters by Feiyu Bi 
Growing up in a post-Cultural Revolution-era 
Chinese village, three sisters among seven strive to 
change the course of their destinies by embracing 
respective views about dignity, seduction, and 
ambition.  
ALSO: The Moon Opera 
 

Under Fishbone Clouds by Sam Meekings 
Challenged by the Jade Emperor to gain 
understanding about the human heart, the Kitchen 
God observes the relationship between Jinyi and his 
wife, Yuying, from their early romance through old 
age, a love that is shaped by the Cultural Revolution 
and other challenges.  


