
The Age of Shiva – Manil Suri 
Marrying in order to escape an overbearing father, Meera 
is further victimized by her physically demanding husband 
and lustful brother-in-law, a circumstance from which she 
finds fleeting escape through her relationships with her 
sister-in-law and young son. 
ALSO: The Death of Vishnu; The City of Devi 

 
Sacred Games – Vikram Chandra 

Receiving an anonymous tip that could lead to the capture 
of a powerful criminal overlord, Bombay police officer 
Sartaj Singh is nearing his goal when he realizes that his 
imminent confrontation with the crime lord is part of a 
more sinister agenda. 
ALSO: Love and Longing in Bombay 

 
No End to the Journey – Subramanian Shankar 

Reluctantly returning to the southern Indian village of 
Paavalampatti, retired civil servant Gopalakrishnan is faced 
with an aging mother who wants him to care for her and 
an unhappy wife, but it is the visit of their son Suresh that 
brings to light the fragmentation that exists beneath the 
family facade.  

 
Animal’s People – Indra Sinha 

Chronicles the relationship between Animal, an 
extraordinary street boy forced to go about on all fours 
after his back is twisted beyond repair, and Elli Barber, the 
young American doctor who has come to open a free 
clinic for the suffering inhabitants of the region.  
ALSO: The Death of Mr. Love 

 
Q and A – Vikas Swarup 

Arrested for unbelievably answering all twelve questions 
on the Indian game show, "Who Will Win a Billion?" semi-
literate waiter Ram Mohammad Thomas explains to his 
lawyer how he knew the answers due to events in his 
personal life. 
ALSO: Six Suspects 

 
Partitions – Amit Majmudar 

A story inspired by the 1947 partition of India finds twin 
Hindu boys Shankar and Keshav searching for their mother 
on a refugee-crowded train station, while a young Sikh girl 
flees the father who would poison her to protect her from 
infidels and an elderly Muslim doctor rediscovers new 
roles as a healer.  

Miss New India – Bharati Mukherjee 
Taken under the wing of an expat teacher for her ambition 
and talent, Anjali Bose hopes to escape unfavorable 
prospects and falls in with a crowd of young people in 
Bangalore, where she endeavors to confront her past and 
reinvent herself.  
 

The God of Small Things – Arundhati Roy 
In 1969 India, Rahel and her twin brother Estha struggle to 
forge a childhood for themselves amid the destruction of 
their family and the discovery that the entire world can be 
transformed in a single moment. 
 

A Suitable Boy – Vikram Seth 
While a widowed mother agonizes over her daughter's 
future, the newly independent India of the early 1950s 
struggles through a time of great crisis when its varied 
cultures clash. 
 

In Beautiful Disguises – Rajeev Balasubramanyam 
To escape an arranged marriage, the sixteen-year-old 
daughter of a middle class South Indian family runs away 
to Delhi and takes a job as a maid in a household where 
the other servants are as strange as her employers.  
 
 

More Fiction: 
The Artist of Disappearance – Anita Desai 

Cracking India – Bapsi Sidhwa 
The Cripple and His Talismans – Anosh Irani 

A Girl in the Garden – Kamala Nair 
The Great Indian Novel – Shashi Tharoor 
 Midnight’s Children – Salman Rushdie 

The Miniaturist – Kunal Basu 
Narcopolis – Jeet Thayil 

An Obedient Father – Akhil Sharma 
A River Sutra – Gita Mehta 
Shining Hero – Sara Banerji 
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The Palace of Illusions  – Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 
In a retelling of the ancient Indian epic, the Mahabharata, 
Panchaali, wife of the five legendary Pandavas brothers, 
chronicles the problems of dealing with five husbands 
who have been cheated out of their birthright. 
ALSO: Sister of My Heart 
 

The Toss of a Lemon – Padma Viswanathan 
Brings to life a profoundly exotic yet utterly recognizable 
family in the midst of social upheaval in a story that spans 
the lifetime of one woman in a Brahmin household from 
1896 through 1962, in a novel inspired by the author's 
grandmother's stories. 
 

Between the Assassinations – Aravind Adiga 
This collection of stories is set in fictional Kittur, India, 
between the assassinations of Indira Gandhi in 1984 and 
Rajiv Ghandi in 1991.  
ALSO: The White Tiger; Last Man in Tower 

 
The Inheritance of Loss – Kiran Desai 

In a crumbling house in the remote northeastern 
Himalayas, an embittered, elderly judge finds his peaceful 
retirement turned upside down by the arrival of his 
orphaned granddaughter, Sai. 
 

Family Matters – Rohinton Mistry 
Suffering from Parkinson's disease and a recently-broken 
ankle, seventy-nine-year-old Nariman Vakeel turns to his 
youngest daughter and her family for help, and in modern-
day Bombay, they begin a journey of discovery. 
ALSO: A Fine Balance 

 
A Breath of Fresh Air – Amulya Malladi 

A survivor of the catastrophic gas leak that devastated 
Bhopal, India, Anjali suffers through the loss of neighbors 
and family and the breakup of her marriage, but she finds 
new happiness in her remarriage to a loving professor and 
a successful career as a teacher. 
 

The Case of the Missing Servant – Tarquin Hall 
Vish Puri is a respectable family man and private 
investigator, who runs background checks for prospective 
brides and grooms until more sensational cases take him 
into India's increasingly divergent communities.  
ALSO: The Case of the Man Who Died Laughing, The Case 
of the Deadly Butter Chicken; The Case of the Love 
Commandos 

Sea of Poppies – Amitav Ghosh 
Preparing to fight China's nineteenth-century Opium Wars, 
a motley assortment of sailors and passengers establish 
family-like ties that eventually span continents, races, and 
generations. 
ALSO: The Hungry Tide; River of Smoke 
 

The Space Between Us – Thrity Umrigar 
Captures the delicate balance of class and gender in 
contemporary India as witnessed through the lives of two 
women--Sera Dubash, an upper middle-class housewife, 
and Bhima, an illiterate domestic hardened by a life of loss 
and despair. 
 

The House of Blue Mangoes – David Davidar 
Set against the backdrop of India's struggle for 
independence, an epic spanning three generations 
follows Solomon Dorai as he makes choices to save his 
village that will affect the lives of his family for generations 
to come. 

 
Daughters of the House – Indrani Aikath-Gyaltsen 

Living in peaceful isolation with her sister, aunt, and 
grandmother, eighteen-year-old Chchanda finds her 
ordered world of women shattered by the presence of 
Pratap, her aunt's new husband. 
ALSO: Cranes’ Morning 

 
Sound of Water – Sanjay Bahadur 

A trapped miner tries to save himself and his co-workers 
when they are trapped hundreds of feet underground. 
The mining company and the government attempt a 
daring rescue and the workers' families keep a hopeful 
vigil.  
 

Tiger Hills – Sarita Mandanna 
In turn-of-the-twentieth-century southern India, Devi 
Nachimada falls in love with Machu, a daring tiger hunter, 
and in the process endangers her friendship with a 
motherless boy, Devanna, thus setting the stage for a 
devastating tragedy.  
 

If You Are Afraid of Heights – Raj Kamal Jha 
Three short works follow the romance between a man 
and woman who meet in a midnight road accident, a 
reporter who covers a child's rape and murder, and a 
young girl who fears for her parents' lives during a series of 
neighborhood suicides. 
 

The Sari Shop – Rupa Bajwa 
Spending unfulfilling days working in a fabric shop in 
Amritsar, Ramchand is sent to a new part of the city to 
show samples to a wealthy family, an experience that 
shows him a different way of life and compels him to 
pursue the dreams of his childhood. 
 

The Folded Earth – Anuradha Roy 
The story of a young widow who seeks refuge in a remote 
India mountain village teaching job where she helps a 
young girl to secretly correspond with a lover until outside 
forces hijack local elections and violently threaten the 
villagers.  
ALSO: The Atlas of Impossible Longing 
 

The Point of Return – Siddhartha Deb 
A tale told in reverse chronological order is set against the 
political violence of the 1970s and 1980s in northeast 
India, during which willful, curious Babu and his father find 
themselves strangers living in the same home. 
 

Ladies Coupé – Anita Nair 
During a journey Akhila shares a sleeping car, the Ladies' 
Coupé, with other women, and as they recount their life 
stories, she wonders whether her own life as a single 
woman has been complete. 
ALSO: The Lilac House 
 

English, August: An Indian Story  – Upamanyu Chatterjee 
Young Agastya (“August”) Sen has joined the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) and is sent to Madna, famed 
for being the hottest small town in India. There, the fairly 
privileged August, who grew up in Delhi speaking English, 
experiences as much cultural shock as any non-Indian.  

 
Marriage Bureau for Rich People – Farahad Zama 

Several years into his retirement, Mr. Ali grows bored, so 
he opens a marriage bureau, where the city’s well-to-do 
can come to find the perfect match for their offspring 
based on their unique requirements as to caste, religion, 
dowry amount, age, and height.  
 

The Last Song of Dusk – Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi 
Anuradha Patwardhan, a legendary beauty in 1920s India, 
marries handsome and well-to-do doctor Vardhmaan, but 
their married years are challenged by the death of their 
child and the arrival of a mysterious girl. 
ALSO: The Lost Flamingoes of Bombay 
 


