
Seized: A Sea Captain's Adventures Battling 
Scoundrels and Pirates While Recovering Stolen 

Ships in the World's Most Troubled Waters 
 Max Hardberger {364.164 HARDBERGER} 

The experiences of a commercial sea captain 
who has confronted unethical government 
practices, pirates, and con artists from 
dangerous regions throughout the world.  
 
A Captain’s Duty: Somali Pirates, Navy SEALS,, 
and Dangerous Days at Sea – Richard Phillips 

with Stephen Talty {921 PHILLIPS} 
Tells the dramatic life-and-death tale of the 
Vermont native who, in April of 2009, was held 
captive on a tiny lifeboat off Somalia's anarchic, 
gun-plagued shores. 
 

The Pirates of Somalia: Inside Their Hidden 
World – Jay Bahadur {364.164 BAHADUR} 

This riveting narrative examines the world of 
the Somalian pirates: how they live, the forces 
that have created piracy in Somalia, how they 
spend the ransom money, and how they deal 
with their hostages.  
 

Terror on the Seas: True Tales of Modern Day 
Pirates – Daniel Selkulich {910.45 SELKULICH} 
Links multi-national organized crime 
syndicates and local warlords to current threats 
in national security and the War on Terror, and 
reveals the role of piracy in environmental 
hazards, economic problems, and jihad 
activities. 
 
Piracy Today: Fighting Villainy on the High Seas 

John C. Payne {364.164 PAYNE} 
Details  hundreds of modern attacks, as well as 
why piracy is more pervasive than ever, and 
how sailors can prevent it happening to them. 

The Pirate Coast: Thomas Jefferson, the First 
Marines, and the Secret Mission of 1805 

Richard Zacks {973.4 ZACKS} 
The story of America's first overseas covert 
operation, one of the strangest, riskiest, most 
compelling adventures ever undertaken for 
love of glory and country. 
 

Buccaneers of the Caribbean: How Piracy 
Forged an Empire – Jon Latimer 

{910.45 LATIMER} 
The exploits of the privateers licensed to attack 
the Spanish by the governments of England, 
France, and Holland.  
 
Sea of Gray: The Around-the-World Odyssey of 

the Confederate Raider Shenandoah 
Tom Chaffin {973.757 CHAFFIN} 

The story of the ship, going from enemy 
combatant in the civil war to pirate, and the 
voyage  to safety across the globe. 
 

Outlaws of the Atlantic: Sailors, Pirates, and 
Motley Crews in the Age of Sail  

Marcus Rediker {387.5091 REDICKER*} 
A maritime history reveals the essential roles of 
common sailors, slaves, pirates and outlaws in 
shaping the era of the tall ship. 
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Pirates in Nonfiction 

Whether dashing or dangerous, 
pirates have been around as long as 
man has sailed the ocean blue. These 
books relate the true stories of 
pirates – past and present – who 
have plundered, pillaged, and looted 
their way across the seven seas as 
well as those who’ve worked to stop 
them. 
 
Annotations are courtesy of NoveList Plus. 
Check out NoveList Plus, part of the TFPL 
eResources, for more information.  
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Pirate State: Inside Somalia’s Terrorism at Sea 
Peter Eichstaedt {364.164 EICHSTAEDT} 

A  look at the economic reasons behind much of 
the Somali piratism, the competition for 
payment, and the efforts to end the hijackings 
and expansion into other countries. 

 
The Invisible Hook: The Hidden Economics of 

Pirates  – Peter T. Leeson {330 LEESON} 
Explains how a common pursuit of individual 
self-interest led pirates to create self-
regulating, democratic societies aboard their 
ships, complete with checks and balances, more 
than half a century before the American and 
French revolutions.  
 

The Sack of Panama: Captain Morgan and the 
Battle for the Caribbean  – Peter Earle 

{972.8702 EARLE} 
Traces the five years leading up to pirate 
captain Henry Morgan's fateful Caribbean raid, 
in an account that offers insight into the 
experiences of both Spanish victims and 
Jamaican privateers. 
 

Blackbeard: America’s Most Notorious Pirate 
Angus Konstam {921 TEACH} 

Examining the latest historical and 
archaeological research, a meticulously detailed 
study of the most notorious pirate of his era 
describes his violent career, from his early 
pirate apprenticeship to his death in a sea 
battle. 
 
Patriot Pirates: The Privateer War for Freedom 

and Fortune in the American Revolution  
Robert H. Patton {973.35 PATTON} 

Sweeping tale of maritime rebel-entrepreneurs 
bent on personal profit as well as national 
freedom. 

Pirate Hunter of the Caribbean: The 
Adventurous Life of Captain Woodes Rogers 

David Cordingly {910.45 CORDINGLY} 
Profiles the life and adventures of the governor 
of the Bahamas who hunted down some of the 
best known pirates of his day, including 
Blackbeard, Charles Vane, and Anne Bonny. 
 

The Republic of Pirates: Being the True and 
Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and 

the ManWho Brought Them Down 
Colin Woodard {910.45 WOODWARD} 

Describes how a group of powerful pirate 
captains joined forces to create a powerful den 
of thieves, which led to a distinctive form of 
democracy in the Bahamas, one that ultimately 
was destroyed by a merchant fleet owner and 
former privateer. 
 
Empire of Blue Water: Captain Morgan’s Great 
Pirate Army, the Epic Battle for the Americas, 
and the Catastrophe that Ended the Outlaws’ 

Bloody Reign – Stephan Talty {972.904 TALTY} 
Chronicles the real-life adventures of Welsh 
pirate Henry Morgan and his exploits in the 
Caribbean in the service of the English, from his 
attacks on Spanish merchant ships to his final 
assault on Panama that ended Spanish 
domination of the New World. 
 

The Pirates Laffite: The Treacherous World of 
Corsairs of the Gulf  

William C. Davis {920 DAVIS} 
Traces the lives of cooperative privateers Jean 
and Pierre Laffite, describing their trade in 
contraband goods, their rivalry with Spanish 
merchants, their key membership in a corrupt 
New Orleans syndicate, and their work as paid 
spies. 

Pirates: The Complete History from 1300 BC to 
the Present Day  - Angus Konstam 

{910.45 KONSTAM} 
Looks at the real life of pirates from ancient 
times through the present day, discussing why 
they became pirates, how they lived, life aboard 
ship, and how they died. 
 

Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean: How A 
Generation of Swashbuckling Jews Carved Out 
an Empire in the New World, in Their Quest for 

Treasure, Religious Freedom, and Revenge 
Edward Kritzler {972.9004 KRITZLER} 

Describes how Jews fleeing the Spanish 
Inquisition took to the high seas as pirates and 
attacked and plundered the Spanish treasure 
fleet while forming alliances with other 
European countries to protect the safety of 
other Jews in hiding. 
 

Pirates of Barbary: Corsairs, Conquests, and 
Captivity in the 17th Century Mediterranean 

Adrian Tinniswood {909.0982 TINNISWOOD} 
Recounts the brutal struggles, glorious 
triumphs, and enduring personalities of the 
pirates of the Barbary Coast, and how their 
maneuverings between the Muslim empires 
and Christian Europe shed light on the religious 
and moral battles that still rage today. 
 
The Pirates’ Pact: The Secret Alliances Between 

History’s Most Notorious Buccaneers and 
Colonial America – Douglas Burgess 

{910.45 BURGESS} 
Delves into the sponsorship of buccaneers by 
England's governors in the American colonies, 
the disobedience to the Crown and its effects on 
America's push for independence, issues of 
bribery and kickbacks, and the battles fought in 
the "Golden Age of Piracy. 


