
 The Day the Cowboys Quit – Elmer Kelton 

The conflict between the Eastern investor and the 

Yankee character results in the 1883 West Texas 

cowboy strike. 

 

Cold Wind – Stephen Overholser 

When a ranch hand steals his daughter’s pony, 

Gideon Coopersmith sets out after him but is 

chased off  by the hand’s mother, Ruth, who seeks 

vengeance against Gideon when her son is killed 

shortly thereafter by a band of  renegades. 

  

Appaloosa – Robert B. Parker 

Arriving in a small nineteenth-century western 

town where the sheriff  has been killed and the 

residents are at the mercy of  a renegade rancher, 

lawmen Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch face an 

adversary who works by playing psychological 

games. 

  

Bounty Man – Lewis B. Patten 

When Ross Dunbar settles down in Dry Creek, 

he hopes his life will be peaceful, but two 

desperados would like to see him in a shallow 

grave when it is discovered that Ross was involved 

with the wife of  a man he shot. 

  

The Whip – Luke Short 

Robbery and murder are the order of  the day 

until Will Gannon comes to work for the 

Midland Stage and takes the law into his own 

hands. 

 

The Virginian – Owen Wister 

A classic story about a cowboy in the untamed 

territory of  Wyoming and his choice between the 

woman he loves and his quest for justice. 

Vengeance Valley – Richard S. Wheeler 

Conned out of  his money and land, Hard Luck 

Yancey stumbles upon black Telluride gold 

beneath a Sisters of  Charity miners’ hospital, a 

discovery that pits him against ruthless mining 

barons and greedy outlaws. 

   

The Long Hitch – Michael Zimmer 

Buck leads a wagon train heading to Montana for 

a contract with a mining company after the last 

leader, his mentor Mase, is murdered, but he faces 

obstacles that include a competitor vying for the 

same contract, a mole within his crew, and Mase’s 

killer. 

  

 The Cross Brand – Max Brand 

Branded with the same distinctive cross mark that 

appears on the forehead of  outlaw Hank Sherry, 

Jack Bristol faces the prospect of  being hanged 

for Sherry's crimes. 
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WANTED:  
A Good Western! 

  

  

Howdy, folks! These novels have 

everything yer looking fer: gunfights, 

roundups, and all them purty ladies 

 in de-stress! So hitch up yer horse to 

that yonder post and take these 

authors for a ride. Giddyup!  

  

Save a horse: read a book. 
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Comanche Dawn – Mike Blakely 

Told from the perspective of  a young warrior, 

this fresh look at the Comanche nation follows 

Horseback as he leads his proud people through 

war, cultural conflict, political intrigue, and 

ultimately to the richest hunting ground on 

Earth. 

  

Stone Song: A Novel of  the Life of  Crazy Horse 

Win Blevins 

A historically accurate portrait of  the Lakota 

Sioux warrior explores the spiritual side of  the 

victor of  the Battle of  Little Big Horn, who 

spurned the love of  wealth and praise for the age-

old wisdom of  his people. 

  

The Lonesome Chisholm Trail   
Johnny D. Boggs 

Rigdon Sadar must race against time to clear his 

family’s name and find twenty-seven sacks of  

high-grade ore that his grandfather had 

supposedly stolen many years ago as a group of  

desperate men come after him. 

  

Deathwalk – Matt Braun 

After settling down in Austin, Texas, with a wife 

and young son, legendary gambler and gunfighter 

Ben Thompson is asked to take on the thankless 

job of  marshal to tame the dangerous streets of  

one of  the wildest towns in the West. 

  

English Creek – Ivan Doig 

The events of  summer, 1939, in Two Counties, 

Montana--the herding of  sheep onto the summer 

range and the rodeo, picnic, and square dance on 

the Fourth of  July counterpoint the coming of  

age of  Jick McCaskell. 

South Wind – Don Coldsmith 

Abolitionists John and Nancy Willett struggle to 

stay alive in Kansas, a land torn apart by bloody 

dissension. 

 

Whiskey River – Ralph Compton 

Former Confederate soldiers-turned-outlaws 

Mark Rogers and Bill Harder are given a choice 

between serving a prison sentence or infiltrating a 

dangerous gang of  whiskey runners, with the 

return of  their confiscated lands offered as a 

further incentive. 

  

The Chili Queen – Sandra Dallas 

Her protective instincts brought out by Emma, 

who was sent to New Mexico to marry a man she 

has never met, Addie French takes her new friend 

under her wing, and the pair begins unfolding 

secrets, hatching schemes, and questioning 

everything they once believed. 

  

 Man on a Red Horse – Fred Grove 

To avenge the death of  his wife and unborn child, 

former rebel captain Jesse Wilder accepts a 

scouting mission into Mexico, where Mexican 

bandits, one of  which murdered his wife, are 

holding the Sonora governor’s daughter for 

ransom. 

 

The Sisters Brothers – Patrick deWitt 

Set against the backdrop of  the great California 

Gold Rush, this darkly comic novel follows the 

misadventures of  the fabled Sisters brothers, two 

hired guns, who, under the order of  the 

mysterious Commodore, try to kill Hermann 

Kermit Warm, a man who gives them a run for 

their money. 

Deadwood – Pete Dexter 

Deadwood, South Dakota, during the Black Hills 

gold rush of  the 1870s, becomes the colorful 

backdrop for this novel populated by Wild Bill 

Hickok, his sidekick Charley Utter, Calamity 

Jane, and other famous Old West characters. 

  

The First Mountain Man   
William W. Johnstone 

Mountain man Preacher’s plans to find a date for 

the annual mountain man rendezvous are changed 

when he agrees to lead a train of  sixty wagons on 

the last leg of  the rugged trail to Oregon, 

encountering outlaws and Native Americans 

along the way. 

  

The Treasure of  Jericho Mountain   
Cameron Judd 

Jeremy Prine follows the clues on an old map in 

his search for a hundred thousand dollars in gold, 

while a band of  outlaws tries to beat him to the 

precious hidden hoard. 

   

The Red Ripper – Kerry Newcomb 

In his quest for vengeance after his brother’s 

death, William Wallace and his deadly knives end 

up in Texas, where he finds himself  enmeshed in 

both a personal and political battle for 

independence that culminates at the Alamo. 

 

The River at Sundown – Earl Murray 

Rescued from a renegade Sioux warrior by a 

Blackfoot medicine woman, Holly Porter learns 

the Native American ways and sets out in the 

wilds of  the Montana Territory to find her 

husband, a gold seeker who falls prey to a gang of  

horse thieves, and her son, an Indian captive. 


