
CHEMISTRY AT HOME 
 

Slow Death by Rubber Duck: How the Toxic Chemistry 

of Everyday Life Affects Our Health 

Rick Smith {615.902 SMITH} 

Exposes the dangerous toxins present in many 

commonplace items in our offices and homes--

including dust, shampoos and toothpaste--and 

empowers readers with tips for protecting 

themselves and their families. 

 

Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous Materials that 

Shape Our Man-Made World – Mark Miodownik 

{620.11 MIODOWNIK*} 

Answers all the questions you’ve ever had about 

your pens, spoons, and razor blades, while also 

introducing a whole world full of materials you’ve 

never even heard of.  

 

What Einstein Told His Cook: Kitchen Science Explained 

Robert L. Wolke {641.5 WOLKE} 

The chemistry professor columnist for the 

Washington Post‘s “Food 101″ presents explanations 

of kitchen mysteries involving food types, 

temperature, cooking equipment, and food myths. 

 

Pandora’s Lunchbox: How Processed Food Took Over the 

American Meal – Melanie Warner  

{338.4766 WARNER} 

Investigative journey into national research labs, 

food science departments, and factories to reveal 

disturbing facts about today's processed foods and 

their health implications. 

 
ALSO: 

 

Twinkie, Deconstructed: My Journey to Discover How the 

Ingredients Found in Processed Foods Are Grown, Mined 

(Yes, Mined), and Manipulated into What America Eats 

Steve Ettlinger {641.308 ETTLINGER} 

 

Pickled, Potted, and Canned: How the Art and Science of 

Food Preserving Changed the World - Sue Shephard 

{641.4 SHEPHARD} 

POISON 
 

The Poisoner’s Handbook: Murder and the Birth of 

Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New York 

Deborah Blum {614.1309 BLUM} 

Chronicles the story of New York City’s first 

forensic scientists to describe Jazz Age poisoning 

cases, including a family’s inexplicable balding, 

Barnum and Bailey’s Blue Man, and the crumbling 

bones of factory workers. 

 

Elements of Murder: A History of Poison – John Emsley 

{615.9 EMSLEY} 

Written by a leading science writer, famous for his 

knowledge of the elements and their curious and 

colorful histories, The Elements of Murder offers an 

enticing combination of true crime tales and curious 

science that adds up to an addictive read. 

 

The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and 

the New Forensic Science – Sandra Hempel 

{364.1523 HEMPEL*} 

Describes the 1833 case that helped change the way 

murderers who used poison were prosecuted, when 

an unknown chemist created a test that could 

determine the presence of arsenic in the body. 

 

Poisons: From Hemlock to Botox to the Killer Bean  of 

Calabar – Peter MacInnis {615.9 MACINNIS} 

A tour of the many applications of common toxins 

traces their origins and detection processes as well 

as their use in medicine, food, cleaning products, 

cosmetics, and war, in an account that also cites the 

utilization of poisons throughout history and in key 

literary works.  

 

WEIRD 
SCIENCE: 
Chemistry Edition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What happens when you mix up a little 

bit of science and a good story? The 

authors of these nonfiction books have 

taken care to combine those elements, 

along with cultural and historical detail, 

to create a heady brew of learning. 

Experiment with one of these books for 

yourself - you might discover that the 

results are explosive! 

 
Annotations are courtesy of NoveList Plus. 

Check out NoveList Plus, part of the TFPL       

e-Resources, for more reviews.  

Created by your Twin 

Falls Public Library 

Reference Department. 06/14 



The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of 

Madness, Love, and the History of the World from the 

Periodic Table of the Elements – Sam Kean 

{546 KEAN} 

The periodic table of the elements is a crowning 

scientific achievement, but it’s also a treasure trove 

of passion, adventure, obsession, and betrayal. 

These tales follow carbon, neon, silicon, gold, and all 

the elements in the table as they play out their parts 

in human history. 

 

The Elements: An Illustrated History of the Periodic 

Table – Tom Jackson {546.8 JACKSON*} 

Covering one hundred scientific breakthroughs, 

presents a history of the periodic table, traces the 

discovery of the elements, discusses the life and 

works of the great chemists, and poses questions 

alongside developments in culture, world events, 

and invention. 

 

The Joy of Chemistry: The Amazing Science of Familiar 

Things – Cathy Cobb {540 COBB} 

This text introduces lay readers to the principles of 

chemistry. Hands-on demonstrations (such as a 

bottle rocket assembled from common household 

objects) and quotations from popular literature 

show how chemistry and everyday life intertwine. 

 

Napoleon’s Buttons: How 17 Molecules Changed History 

Penny Le Couteur {540 LE COUTEUR} 

Describes seventeen chemical compounds in spices, 

textile fibers, dyes, explosives, medicines, and other 

substances–including the drugs that account for 

witches flying on broomsticks–and how they affect 

civilization. 

 

Periodic Tales: A Cultural History of the Elements, from 

Arsenic to Zinc – Hugh Aldersley-Williams 

{546.8 ALDERSLEY-WILLIAMS} 

An energetic and wide-ranging book of discovery 

and discoverers, of exploitation and celebration, and 

of superstition and science, all in search of the ways 

the chemical elements are woven into our culture, 

history, and language. 

The 13th Element: The Sordid Tale of Murder, Fire, and 

Phosphorus – John Emsley {546.712 EMSLEY} 

Science writer and chemist Emsley (Cambridge U. 

and London U.) describes how the element was 

discovered by alchemists in the 1600s, was exploited 

by industrialists of the 19th century, and by 

combatants in the 20th. 

 

Plutonium: A History of the World's Most Dangerous 

Element – Jeremy Bernstein {546.434 BERNSTEIN} 

Physicist Bernstein traces plutonium's history and 

describes its chemical and physical properties along 

with its role in the construction of nuclear arms. 

 

Seven Elements that Changed the World: An Adventure 

of Ingenuity and Discovery - John Browne 

{303.483 BROWNE*} 

Combining true stories from the worlds of history, 

science and politics, describes how the use of seven 

elements: iron, carbon, gold, silver, uranium, 

titanium and silicon have changed the world for 

both the better and worse. 

 

The Ingredients: A Guided Tour of the Elements 

Philip Ball (546 BALL} 

A guide to the elements discusses their discovery 

and properties and how they have shaped 

technology and civilization. 

 

Oxygen: The Molecule that Made the World 

Nick Lane {546.721 LANE} 

Takes the reader on an enthralling journey to 

unravel the unexpected ways in which oxygen 

spurred the evolution of life and death. 

 

A World on Fire: A Heretic, an Aristocrat, and the Race 

to Discover Oxygen – Joe Jackson 

{546.721 JACKSON} 

Traces the breakthrough discovery of oxygen at the 

end of the 1700s by a pair of rival scientists, 

describing how English dissenter Joseph Priestley 

and French aristocrat Antoine Lavoisier waged a 

fierce competition to solve the “riddle of air.” 

The Art of Chemistry: Myths, Medicines, and Materials 

Arthur Greenberg {540.9 GREENBERG} 

72 essays on the mythical origins, experiments, and 

adventurous explorers in the annals of chemistry.  

 

What is Chemistry? – Peter Atkins {540 ATKINS*} 

Explores the world of chemistry, including its 

structure, core concepts, and contributions to 

human culture and material comforts. 

 

 

 

 

 
CHEMISTS 

 

A Well-Ordered Thing: Dmitrii Mendeleev and the 

Shadow of the Periodic Table – Michael D. Gordin 

{921 MENDELEEV} 

Illuminates the role of this remarkable man of 

science in bringing the Russian Empire out of the 

dark ages during the 19th Century. 

 

The Alchemy of Air: A Jewish Genius, a Doomed Tycoon, 

and the Discovery that Changed the Course of History – 

Thomas Hager {920 HAGER} 

A profile of pioneering scientists Fritz Haber and 

Carl Bosch describing their seminal discovery of a 

way to pull nitrogen out of the air to create 

synthetic fertilizer, changing warfare forever. 

 

Obsessive Genius: The Inner World of Marie Curie 

Barbara Goldsmith {540.92 GOLDSMITH} 

Draws on diaries, letters, and family interviews to 

discuss the lesser-known achievements and scientific 

insights of the Nobel Prize-winning scientist. 

 

The Curies: A Biography of the Most Controversial 

Family in Science – Denis Brian {920 BRIAN} 

A intimate look at the lives of this scientific family 

retraces the important work in radium by Pierre 

and Marie Curie, as well as the subsequent careers 

and scandals of their children, including Eve Curie, 

the writer and war correspondent. 


