
AFRICA 

 

Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 

The contemporary African writer's classic 

novel depicting the destruction of 

traditional tribal life by the white man.  

 
Cry the Beloved Country – Alan Paton 

A novel depicting the racial ferment in the 

beautiful country of South Africa in 1948.  

 
The Cairo Trilogy – Naguib Mahfouz 

The Nobel Prize-winning author's epic 

trilogy chronicles the lives of three 

generations in the family in Cairo during 

the Egyptian colonial era.  

 

 
LATIN AMERICA 

 

One Hundred Years of Solitude            

Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Tells the story of the Buendia family, set 

against the background of the evolution 

and eventual decadence of a small South 

American town. 

Also: Love in the Time of Cholera 

 
The Feast of the Goat – Mario Vargas Llosa 

Returning to her native Dominican 

Republic, forty-nine-year-old Urania Cabral 

discovers that Rafael Trujillo, the depraved 

dictator called "the Goat," still reigns over 

his inner circle, which includes Urania's 

father, with brutality and blackmail. 

 
The Bridge of San Luis Rey 

Thornton Wilder 

The Franciscan Brother Juniper tries to 

prove that the deaths of five victims of a 

bridge collapse in 18th-century Peru were 

part of God's plan.  

MORE CLASSIC WORLD WRITERS 

 

Dante Alighieri  

Isabel Allende 

Hans Christian Anderson 

Giovanni Boccaccio  

Jorge Luis Borges 

Albert Camus  

Anton Chekov  

Euripides  

Gustav Flaubert 

Johann Wolfgang Goethe  

Nikolai Gogol 

Nadine Gordimer 

Victor Hugo 

Henrik Ibsen  

Doris Lessing 

Nelson Mandela 

Moliere 

Jean-Paul Sartre 

Sei Shonagon 

Sophocles 

Jules Verne 

World Literature 

Classics                 

You Should Have Read 

in High School 

(perhaps you were napping…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The works by these authors are 

considered classics because of 

their messages, style, and the 

universal appeal of their 

characters. Hmm… maybe your 

English teacher was right. 

 
Annotations are courtesy of NoveList,  

part of the TFPL databases. 
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EUROPE 
 

Song of Roland - Unknown 

The medieval epic poem about Roland's 

adventures and death in Charlemagne's 

war against the pagans. {808.813 

MEDIEVAL} 

 

The Iliad – Homer 

The classic story of the battle for Helen, the 

most beautiful woman in the world, 

recounting the triumphs and defeats of 

Achilles, Odysseus, and Hector during the 

Trojan war. {883 HOMER} 

Also: The Odyssey 

 

The Metamorphosis– Franz Kafka 

A seemingly typical man wakes up one 

morning to discover that he has been 

transformed into a gigantic insect, and 

must deal with the depression over his new 

physical alteration, as well as the rejection 

of his family.  

Also: The Trial; short stories 

 

The Three Musketeers – Alexandre Dumas 

In seventeenth-century France, young 

D'Artagnan initially quarrels with, then 

befriends, three musketeers and joins them 

in trying to outwit the enemies of the king 

and queen. 

Also: The Count of Monte Cristo 

 

Don Quixote – Miguel de Cervantes 

The exploits of an idealistic Spanish 

country gentleman and his shrewd squire 

who set out, as knights of old, to search for 

adventure, right wrongs, and punish evil.  

 

All Quiet on the Western Front  

Erich Maria Remarque 

The testament of Paul Baumer, who enlists 

with his classmates in the German army of 

World War I, illuminates the savagery and 

futility of war. 

The Prince – Niccolo Machiavelli 

A political treatise on establishing and 

maintaining power, even if the means seem 

cruel. {320 MACHIAVELLI} 

 

The Republic – Plato 

In the form of a dialogue between Socrates 

and three different interlocutors, this is an 

enquiry into the notion of a perfect 

community and the ideal individual within 

it. {321.07 PLATO} 

 

Candide – Voltaire 

Tells the classic French story of Candide, a 

naive youth who is conscripted, 

shipwrecked, and tortured by the 

Inquisition without losing his will to live.  

 

 

 

ASIA 
 

War and Peace – Leo Tolstoy 

The classic reflecting the life and times of 

Russian society during the Napoleonic 

Wars. 

Also: Anna Karenina 

 

Arabian Nights - Unknown 

Presents the classic stories as told by the 

beautiful queen, Scheherazade, as she 

staves off execution by relating a series of 

gripping, wonderful tales. {398 ARABIAN} 

 

The Prophet – Kahlil Gibran 

A mystical poem shares the parting words 

of a prophet in answer to questions about 

love, marriage, children, time, work, and 

death. {892.7 GIBRAN} 

 

The Analects – Confucius 

The Chinese philosopher’s sayings and 

those of his disciples, which form the 

foundation of a distinct social, ethical, and 

intellectual system. 

The Epic of Gilgamesh – Unknown 

The world’s oldest epic chronicles the 

exploits, adventures, and journey of 

conquest and self-discovery by Gilgamesh, 

the semi-divine ruler of Uruk.            

{892.1 GILGAMESH} 

 

The Art of War – Sun Tzu 

An ancient Chinese treatise on war 

stresses the importance of speed, sound 

tactics, subterfuge, discipline, appropriate 

form of attack, and accurate intelligence. 

{355.02 SUNZI} 

 

The Tale of Genji – Shikibu Murasaki 

The classic novel of court life in tenth and 

eleventh-century Japan centers on the 

exploits of a nobleman known as the 

shining Genji, son of an emperor, and 

those of Kaoru, grandson of Genji's best 

friend. 

 

Crime and Punishment -                           

Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

A man must endure relentless physical and 

metal punishments as retribution for his 

act of murder.  

Also: The Brothers Karamazov 

 

 

POETRY 

 

Horace  

Ovid  

Charles Baudelaire 

Omar Khayyam  

Octavio Paz 

Francesco Petrarch  

Rainer Maria Rilke 

Francois Rabelais 

Arthur Rimbaud 

Pablo Neruda 


