
Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman 

Whitman's classic poetry collection 

celebrating himself and the American 

experience. {811.3 WHITMAN} 

 
The Devil’s Dictionary by Ambrose Bierce 

A "dictionary" of barbed definitions by one 

of America's most caustic humorists 

includes cynical epigrams, maxims, essays, 

and verses that illustrate the irreverent 

humor of the nineteenth-century satirist as 

he lampoons cherished American 

traditions. {817.4 B} 

Also: “The Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” 

 
The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

A woman’s struggle to reconcile her 

unorthodox views on femininity and 

motherhood with the prevailing social 

attitudes of the turn-of-the-century South  

Also: “The Story of an Hour” 

 
The Luck of Roaring Camp and Other 

Stories by Bret Harte 

A collection of tales featuring characters of 

the Old West and accounts of pioneering 

life. 

 
Collected Poems and Translations by Ralph 

Waldo Emerson {811.3 EMERSON} 

Collects Emerson's well-known speeches, 

essays, and poetry that express the 

scholar's philosophy of transcendentalism 

and define the American identity.  

 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: Written 

by Herself by Harriet Jacobs {921 JACOBS} 

Published in 1861, this is one of the first 

personal narratives by a slave and one of 

the few written by a woman, who made 

several failed attempts to escape before 

successfully making her way North. 
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The works by these authors are 

considered classics because of 

their messages, style, and the 

universal appeal of their 

characters. Hmm… maybe your 

English teacher was right. 
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Common Sense – Thomas Paine 

The text that called for Americans to revolt 

against British rule and converted millions 

to the cause of independence, setting out a 

vision of a just society free from corruption 

and cronyism. {320.51 PAINE} 

 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 

An American Slave – Frederick Douglass 

The autobiography of the famous 

abolitionist and statesman who escaped to 

the north after twenty-one years of 

enslavement. {921 DOUGLASS} 

 

The Scarlet Letter – Nathaniel Hawthorne 

A young woman, publicly scorned for 

bearing an illegitimate child, refuses to be 

vanquished by the seventeenth-century 

Boston community. 

Also: The House of Seven Gables; short 

stories 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn     

Mark Twain 

A feisty young boy fakes his own death to 

escape his abusive father and heads off 

down the Mississippi River with his 

newfound friend Jim, a runaway slave. 

Also: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; The 

Prince and the Pauper 

 

“The Gift of the Magi” – O. Henry 

A young man and a young woman sell their 

most prized possessions to buy each other 

Christmas gifts, in this famous tale of 

unselfish love. 

Also: “The Ransom of Red Chief”  

 

“Song of Hiawatha”                                         

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

An epic of love, peace, and mankind's 

closeness with the natural world.        

{811.3 LONGFELLOW}   

Also: Paul Revere’s Ride 

The Last of the Mohicans                              

James Fenimore Cooper 

Hawkeye, a scout, leads a small band of 

Americans fleeing from the British and 

their Indian allies in the French and Indian 

War. 

Also: The Deerslayer; The Pathfinder 

 

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin – 

Benjamin Franklin 

The memoirs of one of America's Founding 

Fathers spans eighteen years of his life and 

covers his career as a printer, scientist, 

and statesman. {921 FRANKLIN} 

Also: Poor Richard’s Almanac 

 

Moby Dick – Herman Melville 

A young seaman joins the crew of the 

whaling ship Pequod, led by the fanatical 

Captain Ahab in pursuit of the white whale 

Moby Dick. 

Also: Billy Budd; Typee 

 

“The Tell-Tale Heart” – Edgar Allan Poe 

The story of a man compelled to confess 

murder when the dead man's heartbeat 

drives him mad. 

Also: “The Raven”; short stories 

 

Walden – Henry David Thoreau 

Thoreau's reflections on his experiences 

living alone in the woods surrounding 

Walden Pond and his philosophy 

concerning humankind's need to 

reevaluate life and commune with nature. 

{818.308 T} 

 

The Red Badge of Courage – Stephen Crane 

During his service in the Civil War, a young 

Union soldier matures to manhood and 

finds peace of mind as he comes to grips 

with his conflicting emotions about war. 

Also: “The Open Boat”; “The Blue Hotel” 

“Rip Van Winkle” – Washington Irving 

A man who sleeps for twenty years in the 

Catskill Mountains wakes to a much-

changed world. 

Also: “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Harriet Beecher Stowe 

A devoutly Christian slave becomes 

separated from his wife and family when he 

is sold to the brutal planter Simon Legree. 

 

Little Women – Louisa May Alcott 

Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four 

March sisters as they grow into young 

women in mid-nineteenth-century New 

England. 

 

Up From Slavery – Booker T. Washington 

The Black educator documents his struggle 

for freedom and self-respect and his fight 

to establish industrial training programs. 

{921 WASHINGTON} 

 

The Turn of the Screw – Henry James 

A governess tries to protect the two young 

children in her care from the ghosts she 

believes are haunting them. 

Also: The Portrait of a Lady; The American 

 

The Age of Innocence – Edith Wharton 

Engaged to marry, Newland Archer meets 

Countess Ellen Olenska, a woman 

surrounded by scandal, and is forced to 

decide between happiness and the social 

code that has ruled his life. 

Also: The House of Mirth; Ethan Frome 

 

Sister Carrie – Theodore Dreiser 

Young Carrie Meeber leaves home for the 

first time and experiences work, love, and 

the pleasures and responsibilities of 

independence in late-nineteenth-century 

Chicago and New York. 


