
Dick Francis: Master of the Horseracing Thriller 

 

10 Lb. Penalty                 Hot Money 

Across the Board                 In the Frame 

Banker                 Knockdown 

Blood Sport                 Long Shot 

Bonecrack                 Nerve 

Comeback                 Proof 

Crossfire                 Rat Race 

The Danger                 Reflex 

Dead Cert                 Risk* 

Dead Heat                 Second Wind 

Decider                 Shattered 

Driving Force                 Silks 

The Edge                 Slayride 

Enquiry                 Smokescreen 

Even Money                 Straight 

Field of Thirteen                 Three to Show 

Flying Finish                 To the Hilt 

For Kicks                 Trial Run 

Forfeit                 Twice Shy 

High Stakes                Wild Horses 

 

 

Kit Fielding Series: 

Break In 

Bolt 

 

 

Sid Halley Series: 

Odds Against 

Whip Hand 

Come to Grief 

Under Orders 

Dick Francis’s Refusal by Felix Francis 

 

 

The Dick Francis Treasury of Great Racing Stories 

 

 

More by Felix Francis 

Dick Francis’s Gamble 

Dick Francis’s Bloodine  

Dick Francis’s Damage 

Stalking Horse – Willie Shoemaker 

After a race-fixing scandal costs him his career and 

the woman he loves, top jockey Colley Killebrew gets 

a second chance--if only he can keep himself alive 

during a dangerous home stretch.  

2 - Fire Horse 

3 - Dark Horse 

 
At Risk – Kit Ehrman 

When barn manager Steve Cline and seven show 

horses are abducted, Steve escapes his captors to 

pursue the truth behind the terror and crimes being 

committed in Maryland's horse country.  

2 - Dead Man’s Touch 

3 - Cold Burn 

4 - Triple Cross 

 
Kentucky Rich – Fern Michaels 

Nealy Coleman, who left the SunStar thoroughbred 

horse farm years ago with her illegitimate daughter, 

returns a rich and powerful woman, changing the lives 

of everyone around her and confronting the greatest 

challenges of her life.  

2 - Kentucky Heat;  

3 - Kentucky Sunrise 

 

 

Other Titles to Check Out: 

Death at Epsom Downs – Robin Paige 

The Grave Maurice: A Richard Jury Mystery – 

Martha Grimes 

Murder, She Rode – Holly Menino 

Runaway Hearts – Katie Rose 
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And they’re off… Check out these 

fast-paced novels about horseracing, 

all of them winners by more than a 

nose. Whether they are describing 

what’s happening on the track or off, 

these authors will put you squarely in 

the saddle for an exciting ride.  
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A Distance of Ground: A Western Story – Fred Grove 

Jockey agent Buck Clegg agrees to help Charlie Vann 

recover his finest horse from thieves, but the situation 

takes a few twists when Buck and Charlie nearly get 

killed trying to deliver the ransom, and Buck suspects 

his ex-wife's involvement.  

 

The Great Inland Sea – David Francis 

In the story of a boy who escapes his family's farm in 

Australia to become caretaker of a horse, a 

destructive love affair with a young American woman 

ultimately leads him back to where he began and to a 

revelation of his past.  

 

The Man Who Rode Ampersand – Ferdinand Mount 

Aldous "Gus" Cotton struggles to deal with his 

notorious father, Harry, who had achieved success as 

the jockey who rode the legendary Gold Cup winner 

Ampersand to victory but who now is more interested 

in carousing, brothels, gambling houses, alcohol, and 

all other forms of excess.  

 

Blind Switch – John McEvoy 

In an attempt to put his life back together, Jack Doyle 

accepts an offer from a mob-connected acquaintance 

to fix a horse race, only to find himself working for the 

feds to stop a scheme to kill thoroughbred horses for 

their insurance value.  

Also: Riders Down 

 

All Hat – Brad Smith 

Just released from prison for attacking the man who 

assaulted his sister, Ray Dokes heads back to his 

hometown in Canada, where he quickly lands in 

trouble again.  

 

The Price of Blood – Declan Hughes 

Hired by a member of a famous and powerful family 

to investigate a disappearance, private investigator Ed 

Loy becomes suspicious about his client's racehorse 

trainer brother when the man is linked to a murder 

case, a situation that brings Loy into the shady 

underworld of horse racing.  

Bred to Win – William Kinsolving 

Horsewoman Annie Grebauer is determined to 

succeed in the world of thoroughbred racing and 

manage the men who are equally determined to 

complicate her life--Sam Cumberland and Phil Angelo. 

 

Showdown – Tilly Bagshawe 

Inheriting a California ranch that he is unable to 

support financially, cowboy Bobby Cameron performs 

horse breaking services for wealthy clients and 

becomes involved in the life of millionaire's daughter, 

Milly.  

 

Turning for Home – Sarah Challis 

With her family secretly trying to evict her from her 

beautiful Somerset country home, Lady Pamela finds 

her life suddenly changing for the better when Maeve 

Delaney arrives at Charlton House to be her new 

companion.  

 

Horse Heaven – Jane Smiley 

A novel set in the world of thoroughbred racing 

follows a group of trainers, jockeys, and "track brats" 

on a two-year journey through the racing cycle.  

 

True Betrayals – Nora Roberts 

Living at a Virginia horse farm with the mother she 

had never known, Kelsey Byden becomes involved 

with a high-stakes gambler who raises troubling 

questions about her mother's past.  

 

Derby Day: A Victorian Mystery – D.J. Taylor 

All England is heading for Epsom Downs – high life 

and low life, society beauties and Whitechapel street 

girls, bookmakers and gypsies, hawkers and acrobats, 

punters and thieves - uniting them all is the champion 

horse Tiberius, on whose performance half a dozen 

destinies depend. 

 

The Art of Losing – Keith Dixon 

Having witnessed the failure of his third movie, New 

York filmmaker Michael Jacobs agrees to help his 

financially troubled producer to fix a horse race, only 

to find himself deeply in debt and fleeing for his life.  

Inside Track – John Francome 

Unable to remember the car accident after which he 

was held responsible for a boy's death and 

imprisoned, Jamie Hutchinson turns to his horse 

trainer sister for help with reclaiming his life as a 

champion jockey, but finds things turning deadly as 

his memory recovers.  

 

Hugger Mugger by Robert B. Parker 

Boston private detective Spenser journeys to Georgia 

to protect a young horse after he is hired by Walter 

Clive, the president of Three Fillies Stables, to 

uncover the creep who is threatening his prize horse, 

Hugger Mugger.  

 

The Price of Murder – Bruce Alexander 

Investigating the death of a young girl whose body has 

been discovered in the Thames, blind eighteenth-

century London judge Sir John Fielding and his 

sidekick Jeremy wonder about the girl's missing 

mother and follow clues to the racetrack, where they 

uncover a dangerous, high-stakes competition.  

 

Lord of Misrule – Jaimy Gordon 

At the rock-bottom end of the sport of kings sits the 

ruthless and often violent world of cheap horse racing, 

where trainers and jockeys, grooms and hotwalkers, 

loan sharks and touts all struggle to take an edge, or 

prove their luck, or just survive.  

 

Dark Horse – Tami Hoag 

A lifetime ago, undercover sheriffs detective Elena 

Estes worked the mean streets and back alleys, living 

by her wits and playing the long odds. A young 

woman is missing and her twelve-year-old stepsister 

comes to Estes for help. Estes is quickly pulled to the 

dark side of a glamorous sport.  

 

The Wake of Forgiveness – Bruce Machart 

Fourteen years after a high-stakes race against a 

powerful Spanish patriarch, Karel is finally forced to 

dress the wounds of his past and to salvage the 

tattered fabric of his family. 


