
Lost Continent: Travels in Small-Town America  
Bill Bryson {921 BRYSON} 

When a native of Iowa returns from England to 
wander across America's heartland in search of the 
perfect small town, the result is a string of hilarious 
anecdotes and biting social commentary.  

 
A Walk Across America – Peter Jenkins 

{917.304 JENKINS} 
A young New Englander celebrates a rarely seen 
and almost forgotten America as he recalls the 
people he met and the situations he experienced 
during a journey in search of his country and 
himself.  

 
Harry Truman’s Excellent Adventure 

Mathew Algeo {921 TRUMAN} 
Provides a history of Harry and Bess Truman's 
2,5000-mile automobile journey from Missouri to 
New York, a trip begun on June 19, 1953 with no 
Secret Service protection and no travelling press.  
 

Blue Highways: A Journey into America                       
Williams Least Heat Moon {917.3 HEAT MOON} 

Recounts the author's journey through America 
along the nation's backroads. 
 
River-Horse: The Logbook of a Boat Across America 
William Least Heat Moon {917.3049 HEAT MOON} 
The author chronicles his journey across America's 
waterways in his dory Nikawa (River Horse), 
encountering strange people, hostile cities, and 
hair-raising dangers.  

 
Zephyr: Tracking a Dream Across America 

Henry Kisor {917.304 KISOR} 
A journalist recounts his experiences and the 
people he met on a trip aboard Amtrak's "California 
Zephyr" as it traveled across America's most storied 
transcontinental rail route.  
 
Way Off the Road: Discovering the Peculiar Charms 

of Small-Town America – William Geist  
{973.924 GEIST} 

A rollicking look at some small-town Americans 
and their offbeat ways of life. 

The Great American Attraction: Two Brits Discover 
the Rollicking World of American Festivals 

Rich Smith {394.2697 SMITH} 
Chronicles the journey of a young British writer 
and his sidekick, where they attend some of the 
strangest events in the United States.  
 
Before They’re Gone: A Family’s Year-Long Quest to 
Explore America’s Most Endangered National Parks 

Michael Lanza {333.7209 LANZA*} 
The author’s experiences as he takes his nine-year-
old son, Nate, and seven-year-old daughter, Alex, 
on an ambitious journey to see as many climate-
threatened wild places as he can fit into a year. 
 

Across America by Bicycle: Alice and Bobbi’s 
Summer on Wheels – Alice Honeywell and Bobbi 

Montgomery {796.64HONEYWELL} 
The authors document their three-month trip 
biking eastward from Oregon, mostly on the Lewis 
and Clark, Northern Tier, and North Lakes cross-
country bicycle routes.  
 

Around America: A Tour of  Our Magnificent 
Coastline – Walter Cronkite {973.0946 CRONKITE} 
The author describes his odyssey around the 
coastlines of the United States, from the 
easternmost tip of Maine, to the islands off the 
coast of Texas, to California's Redwood Coast. 
 

Roads: Driving America’s Great Highways  
Larry McMurtry { LP 917.304 MCMURTRY} 

The author shares his fascination with trails and 
the culture that has grown up on either side of 
them as he reminisces about a cross-country trip, 
recounting the places he's seen, the people he has 
met and the books he has read. 

Armchair Travelers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life on the Mississippi – Mark Twain  
{917.7 TWAIN} 

Stories of Twain's career as a Mississippi 
steamboat pilot, and then of his return, many 
years after, to travel the river from St. Louis to 
New Orleans.  

 
Roughing It – Mark Twain {817 TWAIN} 

Twain reminisces about his five years of roaming 
around the country from 1861 to 1866.  

 
American Vertigo: Traveling America in the 

Footsteps of Tocqueville – Bernard Henri Levy 
{917.3049 LEVY} 

A French writer travels America in the footsteps 
of Alexis de Tocqueville to provide a glimpse into 
American politics, culture, and society and what 
it means to be an American from the perspective 
of a foreign observer.  
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Travels with Charley: In Search of America              
John Steinbeck {921 STEINBECK} 

Steinbeck records his emotions and experiences 
during a journey of rediscovery in his native land.  
 
Fugitives and Refugees: A Walk in Portland Oregon 

Chuck Palahniuk {917.9549 PALAHNIUK} 
Written as much for first-time visitors as for those 
who already share Palahniuk's passion for the city, 
this book is a mixture of practical travel guide and 
personal vignettes featuring quirky acquaintances 
and moments of happenstance.  
 

Winter Brothers: A Season at the Edge of America 
Ivan Doig {979.703 DOIG} 

Exploring the pioneer impulse that first drew 
settlers to the Pacific Northwest, Doig combines 
excerpts from his own winter diary with those of an 
unconventional Bostonian who in 1850 abandoned 
civilization and headed west.  

 
Indian Creek Chronicles: A Winter Alone in the 

Wilderness – Peter Fromm {921 FROMM} 
A young man takes a job in the Idaho Wilderness 
with his dog, learning how to sustain himself 
through a long, lonely winter. 

 
The Journals of Lewis and Clark – Meriwether Lewis 

and William Clark {917.8 LEWIS} 
The personal accounts of the epic expedition of 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark describes 
their trek through the wilderness between the 
Missouri River and the Pacific coast.  
 

A Lady’s Life in the Rocky Mountains 
Isabella L. Bird {917.8 BIRD} 

In letters to her sister, an Englishwoman writes of 
her intrepid travels by horseback in the 1870s US 
West covering topics from bears to vigilante 
justice. Includes a few illustrations. 
 
A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the 
Appalachian Trail – Bill Bryson {917.4044 BRYSON} 
Traces the author's adventurous trek along the 
Appalachian Trail past its natural pleasures, human 
eccentrics, and offbeat comforts.  

Bad Land: An American Romance – Jonathan Raban 
{978 RABAN} 

Journeys beyond the myth of the American West to 
reveal the harsh and desperate realities of the 
homesteaders' lives, offering an incisive portrait of 
the American heartland that redefines the essence 
of the American dream.  
 

Lost in My Own Backyard: A Walk in Yellowstone 
National Park – Tim Cahill {978.752 CAHILL} 

Traces the author's lifetime of exploring the natural 
wonders of Yellowstone National Park, journeys 
during which he visited its geyser, thermal pools, 
and glacier, and encountered a vast range of 
wildlife.  

 
The Tecate Journals: Seventy Days on the Rio 
Grande – Keith Bowden {917.644 BOWDEN} 

A runner of rivers whose day job is teaching writing 
in Laredo, Bowden presents his record of a journey 
along the length of the river forming the border 
between the US and Mexico.  
 
The Man Who Walked Through Time: The Story of 

the First Trip Afoot Through the Grand Canyon  
Colin Fletcher {917.91 FLETCHER} 

The author’s account of his two-month journey the 
length of the Grand Canyon, beneath the rim, in 
1963. 

 
Running Dry: A Journey from Source to Sea Down 

the Colorado River – Jonathan Waterman 
{979.13 Waterman} 

Waterman takes an unprecedented journey down 
the Colorado River, paddling in his kayak and 
hiking on foot, all 1,450 miles from the Rocky 
Mountains to its Mexican delta.  
 

Wandering Home: A long Walk Across America’s 
Most Hopeful Landscape – Bill  McKibben 

{917.475 MCKIBBEN} 
An account of the author's walk from his home in 
Vermont to his former home in the Adirondacks, 
and the impact of human intervention as he 
describes the Champlain Valley of Vermont and 
vast Adirondack wilderness.  

Cape Cod by Henry David Thoreau {THOREAU} 
Thoreau recounts his experiences on the beach, the 
wildlife he encounters, the people who populate 
the area and the general sense of joy he feels being 
on the Cape. 
 

Narrow Dog to Indian River – Terry Darlington 
{917.5096 DARLINGTON} 

Having survived their voyage to Carcassonne, 
pensioners Terry and Monica Darlington and their 
whippet, Jim, look to the New World, and the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, for their 
extraordinary next new adventure.  
 

A Year in the Maine Woods – Bernd Heinrich 
{974.1 HEINRICH} 

The naturalist recounts his experience spending a 
year isolated in a crudely built cabin, where he 
studied the surrounding wildlife and pondered 
life's questions.  
 

Queen of the Road: The True Tale of 47 States, 
 22, 000 Miles, 200 Shoes, 2 Cats, 1 Poodle, a 
Husband, and a Bus With a Will of Its Own  

Doreen Orion {921 ORION} 
A Long Island psychiatrist describes her year-long 
odyssey around the country in a converted bus 
with her wilderness-loving husband.  

 
Cross Country: Fifteen Years and Ninety Thousand 
Miles on the Roads and Interstates of America with 
Lewis and Clark, a lot of bad Motels, a Moving Van, 
Emily Post, Jack Kerouac, My Wife, My Mother-in-

Law, Two Kids, and Enough Coffee to Kill an 
Elephant – Robert Sullivan {917.3049 SULLIVAN} 

The author chronicles his family's annual migration 
across the country from Oregon to New York, 
documenting the humor and offbeat experiences of 
life on the road, while reflecting on such nation-
crossing predecessors as Lewis and Clark.  
 

Mississippi Solo: A River Quest – Eddy L. Harris 
{921 HARRIS} 

The author describes his experiences canoeing 
down the Mississippi from Minnesota to New 
Orleans.  


