
BASKETBALL STORIES: 

 

Basketball Jones – E. Lynn Harris 

Aldridge James "AJ" Richardson's comfortable life 

with his longtime lover, famed NBA star Dray 

Jones, is threatened by the need to hide their 

relationship to maintain Dray's public image and 

by Dray's marriage to Judi, a beautiful and 

ambitious woman.  

 

MVP: A Novel – James Boice 

A young athlete achieves stardom after a high-

pressure childhood spent under the thumb of his 

father, but his career is halted when he brutally 

rapes and murders a woman who was hired to be 

his companion at a casino hotel. 

 

Blackbird Singing – Jay Amberg 

Famous athlete Sky Walker's world crashes down 

around him when his nine-year-old daughter 

Tonya disappears, and a stunned public finds out 

through an obsessed media that the genius who 

kidnapped her threatens the whole world. 

 

Blind Your Ponies – Stanley Gordon West 

A winless high school basketball team is on the 

rebound after two stars move to town and inspire 

coach Sam Pickett to get down to business.  

 

Foul Lines – Jack McCallum 

Yale senior Jamal Kelly lands a job with the Los 

Angeles Lasers and finds his former life of poverty 

transformed into a maelstrom of charter flights, 

high living, and attractive women.  

 

Homecourt Advantage – Rita Ewing                             

& Crystal McCrary 

An insider's view of professional basketball in a 

novel about two women and their relationships 

with two basketball players in the media spotlight. 

 

Too Far – Mike Lupica 

A student on the local high school paper enlists the 

aid of city journalist Ben Mitchell to uncover the 

truth about the school's championship basketball 

team when rumors begin to circulate about violent 

hazing rituals at a team retreat. 

Bleachers – John Grisham 

Presents a novel about high school football in a 

small Texas town, a place in which football has 

become a religion. 

 

The Eleventh Man – Ivan Doig 

Ben Reinking, has been plucked from pilot training 

by a military propaganda machine hungry for 

heroes to chronicle the adventures of his former 

football teammates, man by man, as they fight in 

the dangerous theaters of WWII. 

 

Play Dead – Ryan Brown 

After a rival team causes his football squad's bus to 

crash, killing all the players, quarterback Cole 

Logan--who was not present due to injury--enlists 

the black-magic abilities of a mysterious fan to turn 

his dead teammates into zombies, so that they can 

get revenge on the rival team on the field. 

 

 

MORE FOOTBALL STORIES: 
 

4th & Fixed – Reggie Rivers 

Billy Lynn’s Long  Halftime Walk – Ben Fountain 

Blown Coverage – Jason Elam 

Bump and Run – Mike Lupica 

Leather Man – Mel Reisner 

Love’s Winning Plays – Inman Majors 

Mr. Irrelevant – Jerry Marshall 

Playing for Pizza – John Grisham 

The Red Zone – Tim Green 

Ruffians – Tim Green 

Toss – Boomer Esiason & Lowell Cauffiel 
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Whether on the gridiron or the 

court, these titles bring you the 

sights and sounds of the game, as 

well as a look at what goes on 

behind the scenes. Grab one of 

these books to add a little 

excitement to your off season. 
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The Last King – Nichelle Tramble 

Having stayed away from Oakland after the 

devastating events in The Dying Ground, 

investigator Maceo Redfield reluctantly yields to 

his aunt Cissy's plea to help out an old friend, 

Jonathan Holly Ford, who has been framed for 

murder.  

 

The Shake – Jim Patton 

The notorious forward of Portland's professional 

basketball team, LaPrince Wheatley becomes 

embroiled in an affair with an underage groupie 

while high on cocaine at a private party, never 

expecting that the entire thing had been 

videotaped, and falls prey to a seedy reporter with 

a taste for blackmail. 

 

Fade Away – Harlan Coben 

Sports agent Myron Bolitar had once aimed for a 

career in the NBA, until an injury cost him his 

chance to go pro, but when the star player for the 

New Jersey Dragons disappears without a trace, 

Bolitar takes the undercover assignment of his 

dreams--a position on the team. 

 

Read Also: One False Move  

 

No Blood, No Foul – Charley Rosen 

A once promising prospect returns from WWII with 

a career-ending injury, but his love of the game 

entices him to become a high school referee. 

 

Jump – Mike Lupica 

When a beautiful blonde accuses basketball 

superstar Ellis "Fresh" Adair and his teammate of 

rape, the Knicks management calls in investigator 

DiMaggio to uncover the truth about a case 

complicated by vicious lies and violence. 

 

Shame: A Novel by Greg Garrett 

A class reunion and alumni basketball game 

planned in a small community churn up a midlife 

crisis for a married man with kids, stirring up his 

glory days of basketball and girls. 

FOOTBALL STORIES: 

 

Double Reverse – Tim Green 

When a Hollywood starlet is found murdered, two 

NFL teammates, one a clean-cut religious kid, the 

other a street thug with a criminal record, become 

the prime suspects in the crime. 

 

Rough and Tumble – Mark Bavaro 

Follows the story of football player Dominic 

Fucillo, a deeply religious athlete who struggles 

with rage, a complicated love life, and devastating 

injuries that give way to scandal when he is nearly 

beaten to death for his unethical nightlife activities. 

 

Outlaws – Tim Green 

A thriller about a pro-football player for the Texas 

Outlaws who, through the intrigues of his beautiful 

wife, becomes the target of a ring of ruthless 

international arms dealers. 

 

Deal Breaker – Harlan Coben 

Softhearted sports agent Myron Bolitar must 

unravel a complex mystery involving blackmail 

and family tragedy when his client, celebrated 

rookie quarterback Christian Steele, receives a 

phone call from a supposedly-dead ex-girlfriend. 

 

Balls – Nanci Kincaid 

The story of a college football coach--his rise and 

his fall--is narrated by his wife and many other 

women who have played a key role in his life and 

reveals what the sport of football is really all about. 

 

The Lack of the Irish – Ralph McInerny 

As the University of Notre Dame prepares for a 

much-anticipated football game with Baylor 

University, America's leading Protestant college, 

murder threatens the campus, Notre Dame's famed 

quarterback vanishes, and brothers Roger and 

Philip Knight must find a killer. 

 

Sudden Death – David Rosenfelt 

When the Giants's new star running back is 

accused of murdering a Jets rival, attorney Andy 

Carpenter works for the athlete's defense, a task 

that is complicated by the discovery of additional 

player killings and death threats from a drug 

mobster.  

And This Too Shall Pass – E. Lynn Harris 

Rookie quarterback and celibate homosexual 

Zurich finds his career interrupted by a sexual 

harassment suit from an ambitious sportscaster, 

and he enlists the help of an attorney and a gay 

sportswriter. 

 

Firecracker – Ray Shannon 

Determined to force football superstar Raygene 

Price to help support the baby he fathered during 

a wild Las Vegas weekend, Reece Germaine hopes 

to use the betting slip Raygene bankrolled for her, 

unaware that he is desperate for the money 

himself. 

 

Hometown Legend – Jerry B. Jenkins 

Years after Athens City, Alabama, lost the state 

high-school football championship and suffered a 

devastating tragedy, the former coach returns to 

head up one final season, aided by a local who 

teaches him a lesson about love, reconciliation, 

and winning. 

 

Red Zone – Mike Lupica 

New York Hawks co-owner Jack Molloy takes a 

break abroad after his notorious brothers sell their 

half of the team to a fractious businessman, who 

quickly alienates everyone affiliated with the team. 

 

The Silver Linings Playbook - Matthew Quick 

Pat Peoples wants to reconcile with his wife, so 

when he meets a clinically depressed widow, she 

offers to act as a liaison between the couple if Pat 

will give up watching football and agrees to 

perform in the Dance Away Depression 

competition. 

 

Fighting in the Shade – Sterling Watson 

Billy's aggressive attempt to become a starter for 

the football team goes too far during a hazing ritual 

when he accidentally injures another player, which 

gets him kicked off the team and forces him to 

reexamine his life. 

 

Rude Behavior – Dan Jenkins 

Billy Clyde Puckett--"good ol' boy," former star 

halfback, and broadcaster--hits on a scheme to 

secure a new NFL franchise team. 


